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Che Di Xian Xing:
the Controversy over Nature in Late Ming and
Ouyi Zhixu’s “Leng Yan Jing Wen Ju”

Sheng-Hsin Hsu

Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University

I Abstract

In initiating the researches on Buddhism in Late Ming,
especially for the Master Ouyi Zhixu ( {7557/ ), Master Sheng
Yen’s “The Study of Chinese Buddhism in Late Ming”, published
in Japan in 1975 as his dissertation of Rissho University, made
unpreceded contribution. Before then, this field has not received
enough scholarly attention; while after Maser Sheng Yen’s series
studies, it suddenly became popular and has endured till now.
Following the dissertation, Maser Sheng Yen wrote “the Study of
Buddhism in Late Ming”. In this book, he introduced the basic
situation of Buddhism in late Ming as well as the outline of critical
documents by tabulation list, providing followers with great
guidance to research further. Under Maser Sheng Yen’s direction,
this project will focus on the important debates in late Ming—
the interaction relationship between Leng Yan Miao Ding ( £ i
¥ %€ ) and Tian Tai $amatha-vipaSyana ( K 15 I &1 ), which is
selected from Ouyi Zhixu’s works. On the one hand, this project
attempts to clarify the usage of “human nature” and “Buddha-
nature” in intellectual history. On the other hand, it will explain
the significance of “Che Di Xian Xing” ( f/ESEE: ), which Ouyi
Zhixu emphasized in his “Leng Yan Jing Wen Ju” ( { 1% & #&
1))
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Keywords: the theory of “human nature”, Late Ming, Ouyi Zhixu,
“Leng Yan Jing Wen Ju”
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@ AEF3C (Jennifer Eichman ) #8Ry3E —WF9EAE—JL/\ -G &8 B e I
1Y : In 1987, this type of work was well ahead of its time. No other scholar
had focused so intensively on lay practitioners, let alone attempted to analyze
the data in such detail. (“Humanizing the Study of Late Ming Buddhism”,
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@ 5 <k 1 “Shengyan’s detailed analysis of Peng Shaosheng’s Biographies of
Laymen demonstrates that one can tease a wealth of information from a single
biographical collection, and serves as a model for the level of analysis one can
extract from such formulaic sources.” i, “Humanizing the Study of Late Ming
Buddhism”, p. 176 °
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@ Jennifer Eichman: Among scholarly attempts to forge stronger links between
doctrine, practice, and community, this handbook undoubtedly will remain
relevant to future work on the reception of Buddhist traditions in the late Ming
period. This volume is certainly a must-read for any scholar interested in a
quick overview of late sixteenth-century Buddhist history. Shengyan’s book
provides scholars with the basic knowledge of persons and available resources
needed to quickly grasp a number of topics related to late Ming Buddhist
history without losing sight of the larger historical picture. “Humanizing the
Study of Late Ming Buddhism”, p. 179.
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Master Sheng Yen’s Research on
Late Ming Lay Buddhism

Xuan Li

Professor, Institute for Non-orthodox Chinese Culture, Sichuan University

I Abstract

This article contributes to the historiography of Late Ming
Buddhism through examinations of Master Sheng Yen’s research
publications and following academic publications after “Research
on Late Ming Lay Buddhism” from 1981. Reviewing Sheng
Yen’s works, this article declared that he is the pioneer of this
filed and made the foundation with eight basic topics, providing
scholars a quick grasp and a sight of future picture. Thereafter,
most research have been moving on in depth, but not discussed
topics beyond the eight aspects except Timothy Brook’s Praying
for Power: Buddhism and the Formation of Gentry Society in Late
Ming. While evaluating Sheng Yen’s work, this article offers some
suggestions for future study as well, highlighting a few of unclear
problems such as the definition of identity of “Lay”.

Keywords: Master Sheng Yen, Late Ming Lay Buddhism, Histori-
ography of Late Ming Buddhism, Documents of Late
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Master Sheng Yen’s Utilization of the gg’%’?@g;gﬁ%% - Jiaoguan Gangzong Guanzh 3%

Commentaries from the Edo Period
for Composition of Jiaoguan Gangzong

Guanzhu BB HEE
and Its Inspiration

Kaiting Chien

Project Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University

I Abstract

Jiaoguan Gangzong Guanzhu ¥% ¥ 4 57 & ¥ was written by
Master Sheng Yen in his 70s and was awarded the Sun Yat Sen
Academic and Cultural Foundation Academic Publication Award.
The incentive to start writing this book was founded on the
dedication of promotion of Chinese Buddhism, and to elicit further
research by succeeding researchers. In fact, Master Sheng Yen
had proposed a cue to academic research, the acceptance and
proliferation of Ouyi Zhixu’s Jiaoguan Gangzong ¥ 4 5% and
Jiaoguan Gangzong Shiyi % ¥ 4l 5% & % in East Asia. During
the composition of Jiaoguan Gangzong Guanzhu % ¥ 4 5% &
¥ , copious commentaries on Jiaoguan Gangzong 2% # 4 5%
from the Edo period served as references, notwithstanding their
unobtrusiveness in the academic circles until today. This paper
discussed Master Sheng Yen’s utilization of the literature and the
inspiration of the literature on bolstering of related research on
Ouyi Zhixu.

Keywords: Master Sheng Yen, Ouyi Zhixu, the Edo Period, Jiaoguan
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Vulgar interaction of Jiangnan
buddhism group:

take the engraving activities of Jiaxing Canon
for example

Qi-Yuan Wang

Assistant Research Fellow, Chinese Ancient Books Preservation and Conservation Institute,
Fudan University

I Abstract

The reaserch of buddism during Ming Dynasty, which start from
Sheng Yen, which was a successful beginning of academia.This
study will examine the interaction between the inner palace, the
eminent monk and the literati in the late Ming Dynasty, especially
focus on the necessity of the eminent monk combining with the
literati, whose faith life has an impact on political life. Among them
all, planning publishing Tripitaka in book style ( J5 5 ), also
name as Jiaxing Tripitaka ( 5% HjEf ), was a successful cooperation
between elite doctors and eminent monks in late Ming Dynasty. The
moment of publishing, carved by the site selection, application and
maintenance, and later younger connection etc. are vividly depicted in
late Ming Dynasty and the activity of communication.

Keywords: Vulgar interaction, Jiaxing Canon, Feng Mengzhen,
Revive of Buddism
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Chanmen xiuzheng zhiyao
and the Chan School during the
Ming and Qing Dynasties

Chao-heng Liao

Research Fellow, Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica

I Abstract

Chanmen xiuzheng zhiyao (The Essentials of Practice and
Attainment within the Gate of Chan) is a collection of the important
material that Master Sheng Yen compiled from the Taisho Tripitaka
and Xuzangjing/Zokuzokyo. As essential meditation practice
reference, it is both a monumental historic Chan school of thoughts
and crucial guidebook in meditation practice. In this book, some of
the material is extremely valuable in lineage (such as Xinsin ming)
and some are original and innovated thoughts created by Master
Sheng yen, especially those during the Ming and Qing sections.

Master Sheng Yen has always considered himself as a Ming
specialist. Other than picking Ouyi Zhixu as his dissertation topic,
the content of Chanmen xiuzheng zhiyao also reveals his broad
and profound knowledge in Ming meditation texts. The important
meditation-related texts written during the Ming and Qing
Dynasties include books written by the following four masters:
Changuan cejin by Yunqi Zhuhong, Guanxin ming and Chuxin
xiuwu fayao by Hanshan Deqing, Boshan canchan jingyu by Wuyi
Yuanlai, and Chanmen duanlianshuo by Huishan Jiexian. Two
out of the three eminent monks of the Wanli period are included:
Wuyi Yuanlai belongs to the Shouchang school of the Caodong
lineage while Huishan Jiexian belongs to the Sanfeng School of
the Caodong lineage. Among the books named above, Changuan
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cejin and Boshan canchan jingyu were popular in Edo Japan and
there were several different printing editions and commentaries at
that time. Even though there were many yulu written by Huishan
Jiexian circulating while he was the Abbott of Lingyin Temple at
Hangzhou, only Xianguo suilu and Chanmen duanlianshuo made
into the Xuzangjing/Zokuzokyo. 1t is Master Sheng Yen’s ingenuity
to raise Chanmen duanlianshuo as a tool book in meditation
practice. One will understand more about how Master Sheng Yen
perceived the Chan school during the Ming and Qing Dynasty from
the selection of accounts in the Chanmen xiuzheng zhiyao.

Keywords: Ming Buddhism, Chanmen xiuzheng zhiayo, Yunqi
Zhuhong, Hanshan Deqing, Wuyi Yuanlai, Huishan
Jiexian
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Authority, History, and Expedience:
Some Remarks on the Hidden Ideas behind
the Chanmen xiuzheng zhiyao

Dewei Zhang

Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Jinan University, Guangzhou

I Abstract

On the basis of twenty-four significant pieces of Chan texts,
Master Shengyan complied the Chanmen xiuzheng zhiyao as a
direction of Chan practice for himself and other people. The book is
alleged completed by following the rule of “passing on the ancient
culture without adding anything new”, but its choices, explanations,
and evaluation of those texts reflect some important ideas about
Chan itself as well as its practice and history. This paper aims at
disclosing those unspoken ideas between lines, tensions among
those accounts and evaluations, the solutions suggested by Master
Shengyan, consciously or not, and the problems left unsolved.
Like the Changuan cejin {838 55 with a similar nature that was
compiled by Yunqi Zhuhong (1535-1615), the Chanmen xiuzheng
zhiyao highlights the advantage of Chan practice compared with
other Buddhist practices, and reconfirms the transcendence,
supremacy, and authenticity of the awakening deriving from Chan
practice. But it distinguishes itself from the Changuan cejin by
stressing the historical nature of ideas about Chan and its practice to
such a degree that it displays many of their historical developments
and transformations. This new feature of acknowledging historicity
embodies the admirable consciousness and courage of Master
Shengyan as an eminent monk deeply affected by modern academic
trainings and with a wide international view. But it unavoidably
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sparks a profound tension with the perceived unchangeable nature
of Chan, which has been best demonstrated by the so-called
“value-and-history” debates between Hu Shi (1891-1962) and
Suzuki Daisetz (1870-1966). Master Shengyan had no intention
to get involved in the debates, but when he justified those texts
with historicity by regarding them as “useful” based on his own
experiences as an advanced Chan master, he actually presented his
own answer to the debate. Chan practice is essentially a private
business and the state of awakening is essentially unspeakable.
But partly encouraged by the spirit of Mahayana Buddhism
characteristic of “saving the sentient beings”, these private matters
have to enter the public field by means of language. Full aware both
of the necessity and the potential risk, Master Shengyan repeatedly
stressed the expedience nature of any texts and the super importance
of practice in expunging the complications, but not unlike former
monks’ efforts, his endeavors finally led to an additional layer of
complication.

Keywords: Chanmen xiuzheng zhiyao, hidden ideas, historicity
and transcendence, conflicts and solution
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Furnace and the Art of War:
Study of Two Conceptual Metaphors of Hui
Shan “the Book of Chan Training”

Wen-Kuan Chou

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing University

|l Abstract

This paper uses the metaphors perspective to discuss the
metaphorical characteristics of the “the Book of Chan Training” in
the Ming and Qing Dynasties. In the “Buddhist Studies of the Late
Ming Dynasty.”

Master Sheng Yen pointed out that at the end of the Ming
Dynasty, Zen monks not only emphasized the exercise methods,
but also devoted to write books. The writings received from the
“Zen Practice and Validation” are also written in this category. It is
shown that an important academic issue in the late Ming Dynasty
is the thinking and reconstruction of Zen practicing methods. The
older scholars also paid more attention to this phenomenon and
discussed many aspects of the writings of Zen masters in the late
Ming Dynasty. This paper tries to revisit the metaphors of Hui
Shan’s theory of Zen exercise and its thinking characteristics. The
Zen Masters’” metaphors are not merely rhetorical words, but rather
that it highlights the specific aspect of Zen exercise through the
formation of a cognitive framework of metaphors. The goal is to
digest the old saying on the one hand, and highlight new ideas. On
the other hand, through the use and competition of metaphorical
strategies, it highlights the merits and demerits of other schools,
and implements them as concrete metaphorical actions.
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Conditioned existence [samskrta] may be provisional, but if
you disregard it then good practices cannot come to fruition.
Although what is unconditioned [asamskrta] is real, if you
chase after it then the noble fruit is difficult to achieve. An
instantaneous awakening to the way requires long kalpas of
tempering and refinement. A sudden understanding of the
one-mind necessarily relies on having fully carried out myriad
practices. How difficult it is to be a vessel for the dharma
when the fields of the self are not yet purified! How will one
honor the wondrous path if one has not yet left behind a taste
for the world?

Besides, living beings within the three realms and the six
destinies [of rebirth] have all been my mother and father. The

four elements are entirely my former bodies. A bodhisattva



in his great compassion would protect even the life of a
blade of grass, @ while to the contrary bumbling fools act
carelessly and eat living beings. Eating meat is not so-of-
itself, for it always entails ending life. Killing another to live
oneself, what pain! Such anguish! If you investigate the root
source of [meat eating], truly it is not pure. If you examine
its violence, what you hear and see will be unbearable. When
people focus on the taste, they think it sweet and fragrant. But
if one beholds it with a pure eye, [eating meat] is like chewing
on puss and blood. Whether man or beast eats the other,
the cause-and-effect are no different, and as the life-debt is
repeatedly passed on, how will you obtain liberation?

As for alcohol, it is poisonous water that clouds and
disturbs [the minds] of sentient beings; it is the womb of

misfortune and “the thirty-six losses”™; it is the sea of karma
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with eighty thousand wearisome afflictions. If you have not
yet understood clearly the perfect mind that dwells constantly
through delusions and dreams, then surely adding [alcoholic]
tinctures of madness can only make you stumble onto paths
of ignorance. To be drunk throughout the day and airily waft
through existence, this is like tossing a lifetime into a bottle of
dregs. If you instead lifted even one cup of goodness, myriad
blessings would quietly grow. As for “the five punishments
for three thousand crimes,” @ cases are decided on the
basis of confessions. @ The world-honored one established
prohibitions that forbid even [a drop from] the tip of a hair,
and “passing a bottle of alcohol to another person ... will lead

to five hundred lifetimes without a hand.” &
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Thus, know that drinking alcohol and eating meat create
grave troubles. Despite momentary pleasures of the mind,
ultimately you will encounter ten thousand eons of suffering.

By vegetarian eating, you will pass through this world
[to the other shore] with an abundance of pure joys, and
finely cultivate ascetic behavior in the refulgence of prajiia.
Conforming with conditions you will exhaust past karma,@® and
will no longer create new misfortune. If you desire to change
your destiny and improve the future, @ then slice through
the matter with a single stroke. @ As the strength of habits
(vasana) is vast, you may even keep the vow only before
noon. This is not just “an abundance when compared with
an inferior,” @ rather these practices may be performed in
degrees. This is what is meant by the verse, “do not for the
sake of the tongue, / squander an entire lifetime.” € With all

my strength I exhort you to practice! Together we will reach
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wondrous awakening!
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WIS (=) | [Drinking] evaporates wealth, and invites illness and
disputes; (3)

PREEMEA4EZ () | Clothing will be shorn, and a poor reputation will follow
you; (2)

S S () | You will become ignorant, and that which was gained will be
lost; (2)

HEREEE () | You will speak falsehoods, and squander attainments; (2)
WK E /D)7 () | When sober you will feel ashamed, your body weakened; (2)

B ACRE () | Your appearance will be rotten, and you neglect your
parents, ... (2)

YOPTZEEERT () | ... as well as sramana and brahmana, ... (2)

FAARE R (=) | ... as well as uncles and elders. (2)

PEFEIERE (=) | You will not respect the buddha, dharma, and sangha; (3)
HTLEERE () | and instead affiliate with sinners and keep distance from the
wise and good; (2)

BN (=) | You will break precepts and feel no remorse; (2)
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FEFIEHEE () | You do not guard the [six] senses, instead indulging the

flesh. (2)
AIE#EIE () | You will arouse the enmity of strangers and be abandoned by
family; (2)

f78EEE%7E () | You will do bad and abandon the good practices; (2)

B AFTAME (—) | Wise men will regard you as untrustworthy. (1)
SEIRBYTEE () | You will grow further from nirvana and grow crazed and
stupid. (2)

FXFEELSE (— ) | In the next life you will be reborn in a terrible destiny; (1)

A
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#13 NH B (—) | And even when born a human again, you will be endlessly
dimwitted. (1)
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Salvation for Laypeople:
Changlu Zongze’s “Principles of Seated
Meditation” and the recovered Tracts
Encouraging Transformation booklet

Jason Protass

Assistant Professor, Department of Religious Studies, Brown University

I Abstract

This essay analyzes the structure and contents of the booklet
referred to as Quan hua ji #{b£E , also known as Quan hua wen 31t
S (“Tracts Encouraging Transformation”), a compilation containing
fifteen texts attributed to the Chan master Changlu Zongze £ 52 if
(d. 1106), including the earliest known version of Zongze’s Zuo chan
yi A0S (“Principles of Seated Meditation™). This rare book with
preface dated 1104 was recovered in the early 20" century together
with a cache of Tangut documents preserved outside the city walls
of Khara-Khoto. The text predates by nearly a century the appending
of Zuo chan yi to a later 1202 edition of Zongze’s opus Chanyuan
qinggui THHEIEFR (Rules of Purity for Chan Monasteries), which
heretofore was the main object of pertinent scholarly inquiry. This
paper considers the significance of the inclusion of Zuo chan yi in
the Quan hua wen booklet, which I argue was a collection for lay
householders. The Quan hua wen compilers placed the Zuo chan
yi alongside instructions for reciting Pure Land hymns, repentance
rites, admonitions to abstinence from meat and alcohol, and
exercises to generate bodhicitta. This paper draws this evidence
together to corroborate and nuance the earlier scholarly insights
about Zuo chan yi. Then, Zongze’s tract on vegetarianism is
translated; thereafter, the chronology of Zongze’s career and year
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of death are reconsidered. It is hoped this initial inquiry will be a
foundation for further study of Yunmen masters and their place in
the broader religious culture of the late Northern Song.

Keywords: Zuo chan yi (“Principles of Seat Meditation™); Quan
hua ji (““Writs of Admonition and Transformation™);
Changlu Zongze; Yunmen Sect
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