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Master Sheng Yen’s Method of Being
Mindful of Virtues of the Buddha and
Interpretation of “Chanting Chan”

Chien-huang CHEN

Director, Centre for the Study of Humanistic Buddhism The Chinese University of Hong Kong

I Abstract

Master Sheng Yen’s teaching on “Establishing a Pure Land on
Earth in the Human Realm” is both subtle and profound in terms
of Buddhist doctrine. He advocates the thought of “pure land on
Earth” and put the Chan and Pure Land concepts into practice.
Analyzing the relationships between them can help us to inspect the
establishment of pure land on Earth, which can be an enlightening
process.

The purpose of this research is to investigate the relationship
between Chan and Pure Land thought of Master Sheng Yen, and
clarify his comments of variety of “being mindful of the virtues
of the Buddha” to compare with ancient patriarchs’ opinions.
Whereby investigate the meaning of “Chanting Chan”.

This paper criticized the responsibilities of religious teachers, as
an explanation approach to discuss the practice of Chan and Pure
Land. And then, discuss the way of Master Sheng Yen explained
“chanting of the name of Amitabha Buddha”. We explored he used
chanting of the name of Amitabha Buddha to aid Chan practice,
and used Chan practice to contain Pure Land thought that related to
the precedence of Chan practice.

As we are making the interpretations of Master Sheng Yen’s “use
Chan practice to contain Pure Land thought”, we are to observe
the developmental track of his thought among the numerous



preceding scholars. In other words, to unfold the access road of his
thoughts and distinguish their differences, not only can we linearly
but constructively establish his intellectual structures. From the
analysis of Master Sheng Yen’s thoughts on the “Chanting Chan”,
we can further clarify the implicit meanings and implications of his
teaching of pure land on Earth.

Key words: Master Sheng Yen, Chanting Chan, Use Chan Practice
to Contain Pure Land though, Establishing a Pure
Land on Earth

S A il R R v i B g 2 ©

E&IZ35h
RigRETER BB

| s

AN H BIAE Y B8 5% B feg 2 il A e 2 2 R L kg = G 28
filg BRE 5 2 4 5 751 B 8 12 il B e 52 B ot B R R oy - A B
J-EN ik ERARE CESAVYSSERLcE SETINE . $Zib- S i ey st
Rl Gt S v e S FEL AR A g B 1) L FELAE - [R08 EE BT
it 52 FE AR R B AR S BB E - 1FB MK P T B B A AL
LR R B n e R R BE B A R A e R R e 2l B
BRAGR ~ TS BT AURRERERS - DU B R R AT
it 22 FEAR < A B m FE R AV R SR am e - 52 G ae B A
e 2 FEAB U e BREAEL -

RS ¢ BEEARD ~ W e A > B

O K I AL B 44 7 A A\ RS T R A A R L B - R R AR B YGRS
AR thAEMS IEELRSR - G RE SE AT & 4 B pr PR AT B At - 2R % -
JRIELE AR R -



S HIE

SRR R T S AR R S A E LR EE T - @E R
FREAFFZAHBRIRINT SRR - @RI - 351 R R R FE e 2
A PR AR b oA E b B A B - U2 — bt ot
Bl o OUIRAENE — 2P 1 B Bk e S ARG A v iy BH B

O 41 (iryfEbE - mrpEaR) ~ GEEE) -~ (EPTEEERER) -~ (Y
HHEY ~ (BEFEEE) - GERAERE) ~ GEgg) - B ~ G
PHEESIEZE) ~ (EEEaLEiEuAL) ~ CEEAEEERER) ~ (e
) ~ (R - CRFRILBUEMZIHTE) & -

O H NS EA M RN R E CRE I S B R - B
M EAE G BaEAmr AR R R - R T - EEE R (&
) HE SR - (AR PR R EANERERE -
FFERIE R AR T R B EA R R AR SR E MRS E HEEE
[k By Em 2 0 BI040 : Jimmy Yu, Chung-Hwa Buddhist Journal, n.23, 2010.07,
pp. 3-38 5 SEEEH - (EEEIAETRVEEER AR  (EIb ¢ e 0 2002
) s BREIEE  (CEEERAEmRY AR R O KRR SR L T AR EH B
FIEE TERIERE ) SE > o (PIFEEERRTSE) BB 21 A 0 201346 H o
B 93-126 ; PRSP » CERERIEELZ 200k FEGom BT AR
BAHERERE 2 > » (BIN7EEREITEIREE) 58 46 1 > 2013 4F 10
H o H 157-198 ; #4555 > (SRR TP e DI R 2 315+ DUk
LR I B2 R 5] > - BEFRAA T B = i B i AR B R R A T A e R ks L
5w« BEEaANIIHCE R UER - = E2EAREEEES
AR 2010 A2 5 H 30 HZE 31 H 5 wrEERk - (EE Bk Al 55 BH i B B IR
RO R BRI ) BERN T 28 = B i AR R B B Al T 3 e R vk 1 L
5 G B EA A B 2R, - 2L - AR T Ry
FREE 0 2010 5 5 H 30 HE 31 H 5 BRI - (HEERIAATEENTFE) - 8
FHA T =i g SRR B R B A T A e R A B L LE R - B RAATY
HorHIF RS ) 2 EEAREEEE S - 201045 H30 H
31 H; FIEHR - CEEEgRimmk iz ka5 S E ) - R0

T35 = i B AR B R A I A kst LIS am i ¢ BRI A R EeE

FRUKEEREP mERE - 67 -

DB B iR RIRYRE KA - BEAERENE TRV EE ) ik
BEME > WEERE MR " Himr R, - HiER T
frfybtge o skt ftamat - DUHIER 2 e AR bt & - OX
It - $RZEEE B AR R e AR R HO A & AR R B ) B - TR
HE(E - MHER R B EART A SR SRS -
AR DA A B H R 8 53 A 0 Bl B R £ o ) g R

HFRFRESR  2db : EEARRLENEREEHEE > 20105 H30 HE
31 H ; Jimmy Yu, “Master Sheng Yen and the Modern Construction of Chan
Buddhism,” A 5 = J BE R R B R B AT B A B R iR 1 LIME SRGR
W EERARTRECE B AUE R ) 0 2 - EEARRE I B R
2010 4 5 H 30 HZE 31 H 5 @5t - (MR + Fiw S8 ok Bl R et
BUBGRELEEE ) - RN T 58 =B AR R B AR A e Rk LfE
i BEEOERRECR AR, - B - EEARE R B
& - 2010 57 5 F 30 HZE 31 H 5 #hEEE - (BEEGARIEANE R HE L
JERITRES) - 2t - YT REPBSCER R 3w » 2008 4 ©

O PRy TARER - TERERELURGE FIRYNRAS Hh A T B AR R FE A R o
e S R SZ A E (S S s - TUFRE TaETE ) RIS LA A
Fr ity ol 2R E P85 2 R - BIANERATE AR — A
EfE L A B REE AR T EmE L A - (HEERENE
FETE - fERRE L TS ) AR R TR R - IR E SR
PRI AHSE - A2 UM R B Rt dm b - A BRI B TR - AL

O "SIIRVELEE, - "BEARAVEREE ) B T EAMEAIMITE ) REBIEA R
E BRI = O B = falfefh - a0 - T —EEARRIRE - e A
AR SR SRR - 5B R AR A LR - 2R = R BRI
78 o FHIEEIEHE - NSRS MBS RENE IR -
ShGEAE BER ISR B A Ok FE SRR SR » T BR R T~ RIB
PERIFEER LR RSN o AR BERG MER DR - A G RE A
BEA IR - s — AR At & - S22 DIRERy RS Bl e i B Hy 28
R oo BEERNR - (CEEBGEENEEERR) o (EEmiEmiE) 3-8 0 2db ks
AL » 2005 FHEERAR - H 166-167



<68 - EFEAR

FELHE B BRI - PR M PR S B F ol B v i 22 R B i BE
FHEHE - BRENE - A SORERIEEE Bk A S2 AR T i
(A fi B e - R ILE S RSB I AR B e o e ol R - i
S IRF PR B A5 - i O S50 6 R e B A e P A AR ) i B
#E - e ERE & AR B E R A E R EHE -

~ BRI ERRRRE © PR AR R

ER 5% 0 O SR B R B - B vk i A R B R TR R
T RN R PRI R AN - R A E A R R
T o WRIL IR - SR B IR R il 2 S A IR e B 5 A Bl e L1
MR BIACER I T B rh B bryRi o [EIRFHER DT T sy
ANV 38 Ky SR i B B R KR - Pt AR ks T
FEEPER TR BRI 2 - ) @LLEFTEERIEE A - B 1 E
W EUR A TR B R AL - PR BE1S i S FLE B R AR
Ry B PR LRt -
BESh - BB bR Rt - RrplERRAE T, T
GE o B TRER ) ARG TR o SREBLRE R BRI
AP LUEYIRERAT - BERELL "t .~ TlE Bl TRER
HY T EEAURE -+ [F]HRF 52 it i iy vl SEAEERAD 1 o R e A
“%E’\J’ﬁﬁﬂi‘lﬁ‘% C RERI ELE G B AR HRBEP B By 4= 35 2
» FEBEEAR SR R & TR AR ER H AR - SR BB BRI RRAY
4’#’% o PLANEE B iARTAT =

O IR - (BfiEmE) o (GEEEREE) 3-10 24k Rk 0 2005 F4Y
=

FRIAMELREFHRESE - 69

PR e  PRATEBHGFE LRI T
At ZHETHHE FRAL®F X 46352
TIAVIERREROBRARNGER - HBREFZABEAZ
Bl eyt F Bl A fo Ak @ B4 - B R EAMEALL B R R aY
Aol — o - BE > WA RRXEHEFTRERETRE
BAXERIE A EAE T A Hme o - G &
B - & TIEEAE FZArE Ee e F A RE R HAEA K -
1B AR AEFEG AP RECAIE RO BAE AT  AUERAFE W
NE - FEERNARER - RE - EFHHEOLET
EBEFF ﬁkﬁ%u’ EEMSATH IS ﬁ%%é

&%ﬁ%%%%ﬁ%%’&*@é%%%%ﬂ@%@ﬂ’
mERBILZFH TR - FHMETHEE EOETZF -

RAeF) R BB B NG EMHA - BE KA
TR WA L~ g ERERE LBIGEERES - RA UK
#FHUFES, AGEEGRA > EREFHFE S X8
FE AR IE R ATE o FBER 4R AT T F 0 FRERAAE
N AERBPBARIE G R FE o TR R REF ey A E A A
Fo e YR BeyERARLL - WARE - @

S 8% v il I s T R TR B ST i o K I R T SR Y
(R ) &+—prdke " Em, B AR - M AL
DA s AR R AH - @R TMEEEAE - BEEHARIE

@ [[510 > & 104-105 °



fef ot ol 25 B R FERE v — 20T B B S A o
w0 BRI T BRI R B BRI 2 - RIS
EFFAER T, TE B TREER ) SREAIfE LR
B AS - AR A2 L - 1T e B2 T B A o v A M Ui Ty DA —F
thiE > SPERA S IURER o B SR A oo R T B AU Ry
o R RAERY A B B ARG - AR o iR R AR AR
TG MU RE B M i 1 7 T - A R AERE R MBS BV 224
11 B S0 o e R S S U RE AN ] -

BEEGAANES A, > DT B TR FAREE
TR BHIRRGRTE - bR T AR SRR A R A B
SRR SEAE S ARSI TR T AR B TSR P
BB ARG - T B Y RE A R B B B Bl A g 7 1T
fEMFY H A A s Tl B - 2R - HEEE - B
g A B Y SR R R R B R R R R AU R - — R PR E R
s 25 22 v B B ST g e A L e B R - L rP R R T
FE o~ TAE ) Bl T IhEEGAR ) TR - Bh ] R B i T
Bl - O E - B FERR R AR IR IR H L SR A o B LY R
SASAE  EE A [ A B R B R R A B~ R

Wi

O FIanEE EEmiEmER (S E) P s o T By
s MRV BEFET 80 T35 A MR BT - BREA -
] > W B AR Ry fh - MAMRESHERR SRk - SRR - o ([AFEO
H98) NFFEEXR : "R (EENE) B8 - Mo S8
B EHEEANER S ELRE - A EREEL - BEAE - Bkl
i F AR E - o ([FEFHO - H 103) JRA « BEEEE - (&Y
f8) 55 11 % - (CBETA, T50, no. 2059, p. 395, b8-p. 403, c18)

Q [HFHO > EH95-

FROKMBEE DB mERE - 7] -

REEL TR AT I IR SUE - i SRR Rr ok S B B TR AU AR - [k
BT PR B AR Ry S

#IL - WA n] DB IR B AR e R R R G &
5T BT ERAIARA A4 DUR B e ik - mEb e
16 B R A S P R R R v - RS T B B (L SR A
MHERL AR - [R]FRF R T T o B S S H R AR R Z RBER
EETURE - @B Y RE B A R AN EE T R Y - S5 TR Bk
Bl il =& B YRR R R @ ASUIEHRE Ty - fEEEBOARIRYRE
BRJEC T oz v B i o Bl S ) o B R A A 5 - BRI E TR
I e % A T T B R U B DU g it o2 B 4h - R A
[zt BEAS L BRI AR 2R T AERR SR o Frh B ERAERY -
FE o IR 5% R 5 AR AT HL B B P ok B B R AU RE AN RE R AN R
EEEIERE] - SRR S - WIVE R RS A e #E AR
T FERE PRV AETS - KT fi B BB FE0Y S R TR EE M ENRE
Bl 7 FHIE -

O B EEAGE ¢ TN S B RATERR LA - FEREEE o EARKATE ¢
Ui AE R o SRR AR o B SRR IR AR R o o MXAERSH
SEAHAERY - SEREEHIs © THERHEE  HIKRILE - o TERET 0 R
IR o o TEIVEBITAREEREIRE - BRI - REE > RERA - &
ITHEEBEEIHE WA - o (R (WA o (GEERE)
4-4 » =L FEESE 0 2005 FERERAR 0 B 259)

O QEEEEATE 0 TESRORE o RAREEERRE - SRR E AT
fasgEs P AOL - TEORE S  BEERGAT A - EA R
SN o BEHAR A FESR BRI AT » RIZELISS IR IRIRGH - B E O
BRI - MRS IEERIE - BOEIT - RUEBEE TTEERY « FTDL > B8R
SRR o TR o AR BT o o (BB (il
TBY - (EEEE) 4-6 - 2L EESUE » 2005 FEAEEEAR - H 215)



= ~ BREER R AN e Rt SR B e B R R 2

AU SR - o B R BT 3 2 ik 09 B B A DL
A FER AT 0 LR P BETR F e S 1 g S A e 2 B i
AFTEEEEEE o LS RO A R EE T S Y TR AR A
WAE L BB T ERARR Z AL~ AFFTERIRRR - H ARG
AEFTEE B H G PR R AT T R BL R RE - 2RiM -
e B 0B Il F o K1 T 52 5t L T SR R AT T 2k B L A
DEGRREMEH - FE L SREEEHENS - AEO0EN
AR~ AF > A RLBEEHAEEE BN - KL EilE
B2 DL B A AT R i 3 T BE L L BE Y B FHSIRREIRF
PEEefT R 2 T H - MIEERY - HAHAY HAYE R OB/
TR, -

R LEERY TR ) WA EIRE AR E IR 1T
I HE AR BT R B SR KR B 6R - @AY
BB RLAELLE P s ERITT f R BEBE 5 b 2

© SEEGARIRALA] TIERERIEITE - BN ¢ T TR ORI - B AR
R e RAER > RPN EBITHOESR: - WARZEARERERT - JIEA
Ry fr B Rt ] DURIAE — 55 » 7 RS AR R pleff - 3545
ABEF A — 2L Y SERTR I _EAYfeSE - At 2 BRIy —fE -
MEARER - SR E LT RERRGZA 8 « HEEZILK > 3
EAKRBERAGER] > B EEEET - BEE AR Al A 156
fiE o SEAEMRSEANLE » R ATRSANLL « AMERZAEIEE - A ZERAHY
Vi AESF P RE - A HIENGE IS — Ry B - EE AR E A » o
BHPETR > RATREMIS - o (FEEERE: - (EEEHW) - (EEEE)
4-12 » b 2 FEESUL » 2005 FREESHR » H 96)

FROKMBEE DB mERE - 73 -

o R EERLE AMEBLETSE S BN B T Ay TR
I AR E BREERGREIN AR OB TR, 0 BRIFLEL
AREBEI A A RHE - S5 B AR R R R R - By
Al PR AR R PR BT T EH BRIk - U0 A Rl e HE
EE I E AR ) A AT - gk 2 e A R R ) B I R R 1Y
WIAEBRFR © PRANEE kRl e b " A E fE B ) IRFTas

R PR EE T ) U RN B
e o PIRR AR @ ARFEHHUEBRYFE - 2 F T g
B IR AR PLE AR LT R T AL AR RE B
L TR R AR - @

L Ib T A - BRI A A SR R R I 1 T Bk M O
i1 B SR R BB HIART - EPEMIEE L - W 2 LA
By o SHE L BRI T IR, o FIRFER
& DRI o OEREA - R EEIR S H T R i

® [[FO > & 287-288 ¢

O [LAEEIESAN : (IEREEAR) 5525 % 0 T{ER - LBk tE 2 5 Rt
M R - —&HEE s ZH e e - EA TR — SRR
& MR o R REvRE) - R R R s o e /xR
IO - AR, 2 A = - —HE TR A EER 5 E
S - TR o TR - T AR ISR S 5 I
BT T 5 BN - RUERCE BN Ry AARRE - TR B
AR > BrlAEX - 5 (CBETA, T17, no. 721, p. 142, c15-p. 143,a19) X
- BERREATE ¢ T DARSRMP AR ERIN S o i R e R
St - BRI S RS~ i ERE - TR R LRI
[Flegk - o ([AREO » H 435)



it Z 38+ ARG AN B R 58 A A AR RO AR S o e - SR
b st P H O A T AR 'Y AT RETE - stk
A+ AR IE TR B PR AR S DR Ry B - BR T R
Ty b BB R B BEE .2 A o R ) B 2 PR A R
T B — 2 o ISR - R R Bl i ) T T R B
SR - Y B ERER 1R RS Y - [RRFRR ]
A > 6 DU B8 5 B A i o e B O B - AR
AR HH T A B T HE © BN BEBIAENIT S - A S R I A
i - AN S T B S o FRY - FL[R]Rr T DA ZE 5 Hic = i B
= E > BEMLE A RENEEER - LA R
Hig - @FE L - fEEEEMrZEEd - 2R ] FikAaz
i R TR RS+ bt TR R 3 BE vk Bl AR S R B DU
R~ TE ~ BT IERE A - BRI GRS A H B U SR
Bk T ) CAECRFRLLEIREE - (HaAlARE R I 2
TECARAYE TEAHEE © LA B BT

Beikeh4atm B -FERRBRZLE > AR T E - H
PR AISERRAT k0 mAGEE#R TR B
1538 PTAF 930 R o do RIZH AR T IR PF RAIF R A P

© BLANEEEGAEIATE ¢ " EEEEAYETT TR H S o WMALE - FRERIR
5 EHCEAME R ST ISR 5 - BT 2R 0 e s A
0 AEEAHHE T o R - BRI 7RIS E R EA - DL
KA S R R R T RENE - ERRIER R T B E EUE Y S TR R
> RS EREERE TR - 8 E ~ B =B KE R HETE
R BERAILIE] - WA DEUEER— ARy » 5 ([FFEO > H 100)

FROKMBEE DB mERE - 75

FAFR M AT S RMBIERW  4ERF T A3 -
LEHENTE T B EE A o AT AR E 1S A S 60 2L
£ BRBCHRHT L AT REROBHHE A
B C T IEAIFHES - O

SLIL T A - B RS B B R Al S - M B A R 2 B
FIJTE - (HRTE TARAS » 88 R JLHEE - Bt B 2y BN g
RIS i A2 B e (e By R P45 0 Y H Y - BRI AN tEE Ry -
Wb BRI ELRE - Pl R B AR THEEAR I R B - @ULIT
FE TR DU T FE R 1 B S TU RB A% =) FR R A A S A 2
T 325 8 — AR T E TR B B Bl 5 BN S OB g e
FIRZEL - XL - RSBV T BV EERZE et i
HIZETS - HEEAE A - OAYEE - MERB

O FEEEE - (HEAVREER - BIBDR) o GREEREE) 430 2L EEL
1k » 2005 4FHEEEHER - H 40 ©

@ Ban - BEERIAATE © T R AR RLRE - th R R A el 3
BB S - B ~ i =9 Wit &g4EmnE
BRI S o B ARERAE ~ fing - 0%~ =58 - BB T ;s Bk m
M - R EREAR ~ TEE ~ AR =55 - SRR - Gk
BE) - (EEERE) 1-6 0 2=k - EESUE - 2005 FEHYERRR - H 15

O SERRAVERIE - ANERERAANEE © TRV ER AR IEMIAREE - BN
MEACCKREERE T » SHIGEERAR - G EMIERMA
—EE LRI R RI R ok ER 2 REERDR F S EREARA
TR AR - SNSRI B e AT EE M n A 22 B8 g - 58
EEFEEEEHEY  SESEAmNEE . | 25 B (e
HRROTERE) o (IEEELE) 4-16 0 2L 2 BESUE - 2005 FEHEERAK - H
116 -



<76 - EFEAR

CHTERE o FIRFRLAZE TR, o @FIE A E] o B
B A E B 2 B R - AEEER o B DB Y
HARK - FE AR R [ o R AR - R PR BB
O RBEER ~ E - BB -

MM e~ O~ B IR BB AR - NMEE R
B RrRL - BB BARI AL - R B R E P R R
iR THEIEE ) ~ TIRERE ) NEERARE - ORI
QT SR A Ry e v B R L B R K P e i 5 B L ] W 52
[y > FIEAMRI AT IR RERR TR - 2 — 2 Gl B Bk Rl Ay £ R Heg
hFTRS S B B A -

BR T ARy i R B B RS 2 S - A B B Rl S
re R — AR RAERRL - LR R RS El B Rl S T R e
HIHEE G ~ EREEREG O DU AR R fi BB 18 - e
FER SR E - el -

EATRAE AR HaEs » RA BB mARE A — TR

O NEEREAETG © TIEERMAGEE - ERT LELERR - SRR DU R
B AR KRB ; R E AT - FLABREE - AR E -
(ESE DU 2K TE - B N IR - B R EES B -
HFA BB B SR EE R AR AR o H RS 1R - EEA R
AHEEBUERIHESL o KEINRHRE] - (BRI R - 2REAE 2 4387 » Smdeit
EGHEMBHIRS ARG IERE - k—YURENARMEZE - | Z2HEE
O 5286

D HAEEEREATAT S 0 TR T, FIVERE . BAOREE 0 K
ERENRET - AR R IITRIEST o L UAHIE o AERERREE o

(e g - (EEMVERERE) - QEER%) 41 246 #EEsub
2005 FAMESRR © H 6)

FROKMBEE DB mERE - 77 -

SRl o BATH NB A EHE - B AE 2L RékER
B ALBE R REES > B ETRAKRT A AEALE
MASAT o AR IE 0 RAMK - ABEES B =R F
REAEALZ P B AREREEKRA T N R EBEHIE -
AAGURABBECADNR  BRARKEK > RE R - R
A IR E 4 ~ ey B ~ B EMERG B4
B T4 RKRFNHE - Z8A A B oE e - /MR & &
ey N BEC  RELSRIZ S N R e — R
RO AALBEZL  RAAEBELERS -O

HE L 35S Bk Al S R v A e b T e R
AU - IR AR B BN L T - (H B B Ry A R 1T
R 1 R T AR [ -t R R R I A A B Lo R
EETRLRVEGE - (KILTTRERY AR A o DL R 0 e AR
BAS 2 OR B0 - I DU B O BHA SREAOR - T TEEs A 1H
HEpEE - SR EifANERE - DR CERRSE S
FIBNREFERE  » F5 A AN B0 I 5 PR 5 A 2R T Y A B2 ek %
A BRIFE R - EREY TRBIETREA] -
IEENAE R B U R - 52K Y& 5 T BEERY H IR LS
(IS - BBk A AR A FI R B 5 AR it AEAE 3
TERE R EE - AR E S 7ERL - SaE R v DT R
eI Z G - R EEREER AT - BE EERE T
HEL - B R T E R E ST 6 - QS S vk dk

D [0 H 263 -



<18 - EFEAR

Rl - FEORAEE2AERS b A AT 2R 3T 2209
MEVIE R - IRE DGRBS LA B ZI5 5 HIE

FAEME A 5 SRR - 1 (e 1S HAE AT aA Ly
R TRREE L T BRI AR TERL BT
5 1% 2 B2 o R R fii s 157 ] SRRF iR 5 o DL ORI 845
HLAE) RBl - b TER L ) EHIE T ARERE L, 0
MR T =I5  WERE RN T LU TS~ U ~ 3 51im
R i, - PRI E i 2 P AIFR AN T A B2 B E Ty - 38
TR R AEEBENERE S TUItmRE . - @K LA’
BT ERETT - (HHE LAl rTaE g i & 1k B REME B T
WAREGE - fii5 .2 - BEill T EI ) WETHEEITEEESR
ik B ER IR B EEBREE - T EI U EERRERE
chrlml R —fE T TEAEE - EIEMREIT RS E AR
H CRIE PR 2 HE) WIRRARET » B ¢ T A RIEEL R
GRGRES - AR GESEY - 8

SULL TG - SRR Ay S ER R R R T R R

D (KEWEEZRR) BE543 4% T VIHEHET - B ANFHMEZR
SRR S 8 A B B AR - A — YIS SRR - BiRikEE
BRSSO M BRI - 0 AL EEE - LU
15 HURE 43 10T e /318 < B AN R 7 R R P i 2 4R - LIRS P =l
M o FTLAEAR 2 LA FRSEUE S - #bEEslm L - B - |

(CBETA, T07, no. 220, p. 794, c13-20)

D (KMEBFREESRE) 5543 B 1 T HEPKIDHEERE IRES - R

RETS T « HALE T HEY  AEIERARE = » MEZE - |
(CBETA, T07, no. 220, p. 794, b19-22)

FROKMBEE DB mERE - 79 -

Rl BIKSRefym ik o ZH il 5 3 HH L > 90 B A I frr B
B Ry — BRI B HME - HEE OB Lo BIAER T 2
fige 5 B S PR SE AR Lo IR - T A FRD I il B E 1 R B ik
Bl AR Ry BB - HO TS e o B R A i B R R Rr B S
B S - MR R EAE N A E ST R AR EE - (HHE
AR AS R DU et B R 5 1+ MEHR b e oy DA L
L ELETR O T REREL AR SR -

[RIL » A B8 B ik Fil g e 2 5 e o -l By B2 24 U T
NBEIPHY o BLRERRRELE S B ik AlAm b T AY A ) IRFATER
THEEE  MEAE - BEbE - AREEE ) FEE X
AIFFRERE Y - @FREE T — MR B B AU 2K 50 LI e it B fy 2L ]
PN E R RELRA R © oL - A2 T a=AE ) B T AIBAE
I R - BRI R T2 7 B B R SE AT HE S g i 2 B
®#H - AlHE S B E B E AR > KRBT T EFEA
B 5 1RE RIS [ S B 5% 2 e S 1 Ry B A B 2 A
A » B = BEEGERIDL T EACEEERR - REZES
Nl - REZESER  BAECESHE, & TIHIES , 1y
TEEZREI " R IbE ) B - ARSVEE 2 R v DLBE R Ry
B BRI I BOR R B R R AR R L o R s T A R 1
AR - BEPY - BERERANTE T OISR RIS R RIMRI K L SRER
B TAREERE ) - OFERAT =G X - SEPYME g RFEIRT

D EEIE - () o (RERERE) 4-10 0 2L BEETUb 0 2005 FERERE
i > B 170 »

D DEIAAE TESAEE  AEAE > BELE > REEE ) FUEEX
RIS - SGE 2 RGO » H 173 -



© 80 - EFEAR

fETH B fERE I S D TR aE , T R bE, o =
IER A T2 i R B2 T TR BT B TR A 58 S LU I P i e
it FE 2R G o T A s A - B ik i L e P A A S
8~ HEAMERETER - BANERTATEL "R ASKE
EREREN S - MR 7T RAEREMRAZEE - A=
HIE - AR L E - (BAEMPIESZT - Ve S
E e O

HEGAANIL R FE C PTG e
LZie BEAEEZE  ABATEERA > HEEEER
Yy o BIVYAIEL - (HERE AR - IR Bk AR R R,
&M RBEETL o U AR R T ot
FOTHGETSEES - SRR T I REER RN ER B
DT SRR 25 R o TRy L B A SR A 1ok B PO AE R T
RIMEREENZE - BREBIERI S - ey B e ALt
R THEEE  AEACE - REEE, b JiEESR TR
R PYREEE - AR AR IR A A
TE BB AR AN o 1 PSSR R ] S e R HA O
ik - @

D [FEHD H 171-172 ¢

D FLANEE AR AR, © TR EERIAN IEFIRARE - BRANRER
HOCREERERE T » SHISEAIAA - BEEAERBA » —
TE e LR R ERI G AR R E O BBy B O EARSR RS
RN - BRANE A Y i B A A ST RSB A TR 2203 - B2
EEHIEEEN > S EAmIEE - o (HFE0 - 5 116)

FROKMBE LB mERE - 81 -

VY ~ B gk Rl S R e L 1 52 e HEER AU 38

1E B3 BRI SR T B E ik Al R R A
ERRYELRE - AF HAENEECE AR RS 2 T - R PR EOR AL AT
BOE M L B E ECETEE SR G 2R BB - SR DU
JETE Y H B L B SR TE YR L - T R — T i B B E 1S
o B AN Y R IR R R o KL - B B EGARNTT S
e % B T T2 ] O PR B M B A FE AN R - BB b A - BE
IRRNE SRR o i R B EOR B B IR AR - 2
DAZERHBHAHRICRY B IL - 775K B iy Al b e e e 1) B
Fo DA RREEETE - QLR R R LS A H
8 L 1] — e DA S5 R TRy S R R AL R 1T R 1S Mt R Y
B

BE L FER B EEAR RS T HEEG
ELR L DU A B i e s e vk - ik 1 IR B B A
BERNENEREREE T - DAL B RE AR - 0 DR
PG PEERAT Ry - ATE LU B L AYERAT I A 2R E A
AR B A R BRI T B 5 1RB RSO YR E)
% > EHERH R HET IR 5 BB RS S5 U
TG R RERRE R S B TR o ANt —2K - BRI S Bt E

D LR AHIRHTTR O BE AR A AL — PRy T DU, TN B
o T A YRR o ASEBAEVIRR P IFORE A TS —
FUMERELR, - (ERGHE PR A A —RUEREEARE - A IS B B AT
FETE PR A R AR R A B E R B R B RS - (R LR R AR
R T A R ERVE S - BT e ARGy T,



i TN ) AYRRTRERG o R R M B R B R
B A

BEh 5 A F ol B e ok Bl A SRR A fr B R 8
LR HHAEEAMEE A A EAIMA RS - AERR R L EREE
i EH B ARRE SR E R TER BB DU TR BT - 3R
By — M HAYIURE - B EARTR R B A BIS) - @1
AR A R R B R A ST HL AT DA R 52 09 > si T AT AT LA
a5 TS ) AYBER R — 2 JE 5 B A R SRR R A iy
AL -

AR B bR TR S BB AR S - A E R
M (EEL B BRI - R HAAERY B - BERE T ik
AN RRRREURR AT B » BE E - (EE R R AR B AN
TN RYRRRRERL D MRS AR IREA B
i o FTEE H T Cautonomy) - BIGHETEEERE AT RAVHS
R AN EEMCR 5 [ fE E R A BB < R - THE
FEML R AT E B - @ILEFRBIEIT A KEH S0 B 3

D B A AT R RN B R - A SRR T A G - LR
TSGR - JHFE2 A - Bl - CREBARR A AR MR )
(EERE o) SBoNiR - 2L - EEsUh 2015 6 H - H 413447 -
TR MY T R 5 2 | Damien Keown, Buddhist Ethics: A Very Short
Introduction, (Oxford University Press, 2005), p. 10; p. 27. Peter Harvey, 4n
Introduction to Buddhist Ethics: Foundations, Values, and Issues, (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2000), pp. 4-5; p. 66; pp. 92-96 °
Q LT H R MEEIEE - KRB A T2 FE (Immanuel Kant,
1724-1804) HYETETTER - BPIMS - RIS R EEE I IAERH e A Al
MRS - A REHLAE R - WIANERTER © " SWEE RS - I
PRI HATR (bewirkt) Bz (ausrichtet) -+ HARZRLE#EE

FROKE SR B P amE R E - 83 -

5 PR L H CRYEIR BT Ry - FE R BARNAT I SRR
B e B AR MIMER BRI EL B A —
M T EE ) BB - @BERE I DU PR I LRy S B R
HEMAHER "3, AYEARSIRRMIMEER - B H AR E AR
flift (heteronomy) -~ FHEFITRyHEZHIRIME H I HER
1105 [FE 8T R BB B, - B4 > 5 PREER sk ~ =3¢
e FETEMECRHER - SEFH 2 S PEENE
% 0 (BEREE MRAOMEANRE - phiE (OSTHEERE) Higse A
Hz g MR Bl v Rl 2% - @R | - fhps B A
AR A fiy BE B REN JE I R B AL T 58 5 i B SR AR 2o it
=)o TIENNTHES e oy = Pl el e il E O 1P =g =R LD E R

AGERF —HEAERHPY - TR RN EEEEHN A SR (das
Wollen) ° ; (Immanuel Kant, Grundlegung zur Metaphysik der Sitten,
Herausgegeben von Karl Vorlinder, Hamburg: Felix Meiner, 1965, s.11.)

O PIANEE LA © " A EITE A MR O BURE L - BMRES
SIRSNEE © SMNERVEETBARZ - ARSI SRR - AR R 2R
FHORERERENE - D - JIEAREKBEERIET - #ATREN A IRE
ERIKE - ARIIRE S0 REFAMMIRI RS RESE - FraslESiEss - o
NFOLAE ~ AR AR - [EE - (EAITER G » HEXEE - i
JUE B AL IR AR 1T R EEI T AR SEERY - Nim BB IR T 8w
PRI - HOERE - W B EE Ry - E2RE - FrlL - BEE - DU
FRE S - (] T EEER RT M A - sl D 2 A BEER AR BUR A ~ M -
TEREE ~ HWitE - Ty EEREARERAE - FERF 285G - M2 DUaEEE
T8 BERGR - EEERR A ARy o (HEA AR
HIRBIIFEAE - SEEAES - MRS RV ERER - 2EE TRR
BT 5 BESEAE ORI T Z DA - 2T T RGHIE AT » TR IRRERRFY
AR - BEESRER AR T -, (FRE® - H 122)

9 ZHESTEAR () » CBETA, T48, no. 2008, p. 351, ¢25-p. 352, al3 * ¥
JEA (HERE) » CBETA, T48, no. 2007, p. 341, al8-b5 ©



fet e DB R ) BT OAMER S 5 BT R B B Y
& - @R[ A] ks i Bl 5 A R B R 2R U

112 B AR iR R B RS A b > DA ER A P
FERE TR EY B AR B ARG - Gl SRR Ty — SR B T R A
R& - (EE LR FTRE RV RAE - IR AT S A M B AU RE
IRBISZE B AT AR SN E S B 1 B 2 s T AR i R B B 5 |
BATEIT REIREAIIMNE TR, - HEEEES BRI
AT (B S B B 1 Ty o DU B R AU RE SRR A vk
tho BNAEE B R AT

J

AR AR REARGRIT I X BB NENAE
B MERARAENB G o REMIERIETAEMES -
W3~ s N BHMARRARRM AT - ME > F
U HAE S TR AT N ERYRE B e anEER B
BERH AR E M ke LT @M o AT LA 0 T BUR a4 R S
FHZER > K TomiirE  7HEBELREII -

oA B R H RES MU B 52 - H{E B Bt R AE
BRI S T AN (B S0 i R T T R e B B T 1T Ry R RESAHE 1
LRI SERATE < BRI MBI RR - AR ZL AR 2L
AR R B T AR ME AR R B B2 RS B RAE - 2RI - AP

O (ESHMIMERFEER) £1E T HERLOEREmMITAEE - WAA
R AIAT R A5 OANEEmIT A - WAAE - HOeHAE > RfE
fdift - ; (CBETA, T08, no. 235, p. 750, b29-c3)

D [FEHO H 186 ¢

FROKE SR B mEaE - 85 -

JHIEREIGE » PRI R R i B N 7 ZEAR R Ay i
BGETERR - 2 A LR B ok S e PR I A AR
{E Iy A —HE TSR S LR 2 o FHAH - T2 K Ry vk
HEH CHEREAGEEERARE - mESHERERARA AR
AR T Iean sy o - @KL - WA E B H L e [EETE
TS~ SERTERI A L EIREE - B AR TR ZEM AR E AR
HUAHI AR H 5 sl B B B 4 S S e B - LR A
R TR, F o MR IR E e B AE Ak
BISCAT - 3R ZHFER, ~ € ~ B =N SEE > AX
LB AR E o PLANEE AR TR -

TREEAE  REHA o G RREATE T RAEA
A — REGBA] 0 R R F F R 6 38 4R AR R
WmEC  CH-—FEHAKERERIE  HEAFRRGE
RbBREARBFEZE - H—HAMET » RIRAM Y
Fok N M N ARG PRI R FATE > TRAREREOAR
FAARBIBAT  wRERPAMTHAEREAR A= AHA

© HEFEANtRERRRRY ¢ T TAIRSIREL - ANEIRAE - 5 SEEME L
W - DU IS - A SRERIEE D) - 18 (IEEERR) A —
IR IE TROEGER - F/RFLAE 8% > BB TEE - HEHEFT - i
7Koo g SAE (HREHIE) B TAMERAC - EEER - NRAE - 4
L FOR — R ETTERIR T IA TR RIS - CRESE BIREE L - it
AHEZENEN ~ 2000~ 83 ~ A EORAGR RS - (B RBE
SUROfME ~ i S - DURER BRI EES - AMERAE - T HERE
BRI - AU o SERFERE - O E I - s HFTERE - o (FRE
0 H344)



© 86« EEAR

ik RAXZTEBEH S FBAE O

BEfdE T ARPERIA )RR SR H A B AURE -

& BB E A S A AR U T B BAVIE N By B
aﬁtlﬂﬁfpﬁﬁ » A REfE b fa A BE R o thERBYANLE - SERE
Ay i B 8 o 255 1) {450 P R i - S — i AT
5 VhZARIE] SR e DU R A 2 8 e U R 12 2 vk
HE B AR -

ey LAE o VR R0 R A5 B8 B vk B e A B A JE A eh -
OB R AR g A TR AR fay B S - @ISR B8 kAl
TN ) BRI RS W LU R R AT AT LA
T B R —EUE - S — 2D BRI BB E A aE Bk I A By
G EEESE AR Y o SR ERARIRE - A HE
EEAMERBE Ry T o FIRFRLE T BRI, o B
JEITHEAT - WA o KL - BE R AR AR A o
B AR A B - sa gk nl DURE A — ~ R i BE S 2R
R B R A R A - Gl FL 2 B - AT R A R B
Pk H B R IR B Y [t o [RIIE - BE sk Rl i
Bk - AE AL IR RYIBE - (HeyE B HAvk s

D EEEE - (BOESR) - (EEEE) 47 2]t - EEsUE - 2005
SRR » B 118-119 »

D FLANEEEGEATATE ¢ T AR RS o TR R AR M B
PEBMNAETELT S » BUEERH ~ 32 ~ M=% - et S 4amE
RIS - B AEMEE ~ ik ~ J0EE ~ 258 - Bl ol B bmA
MR+ (R AEREA ~ BE ~ AR =53 - , ([AF® - H 15)

FRUKEMB LB e mEAaE - 87

e TR R AR R - B B R AR H B2 Y)E
HEHY o

HESRANIEL - WA TRt REMT L 1 - K]t BRI R Yy
B fhE - HIRERLRE ~ T ER B REREFEA O i
FEAYBA LR o IPLAEAS B b T R i i 5 1 BE vk Rl 22
r R i P [ 6 B ERLA QMR AR 38 - L2 B R B A5 D 119 2 R
R A AL R Y - BEEARTE SR

EAT—HF AR AINILY  BARG FEAAG
BB AE— AN —FE N —HET A SR RT G
FEhy  FTOAEHTH A AR/ T B A0 b RiE1geyiE
B AR AR TR BRABGMEAY  BIENIEAT O RTE
BOFEF R R ST AR EAE - ©

A0 R TTT A+ SRR R P i R R o AN B L O RR AR R A
TR T gilEik - AT SRR B ml ik - B
H P B {2 BAS O KA B~V SE 3L - (KL 3R B R il
AREE - R BETT RIS Fe o BGRE] H P B At H AR R IR &
NRTEHEE A - R E - BRI B LEE - REH S
BB S > BIE R ER R - @A - 2 kR

O BEEE - (TR o (EEEEEE) 4-8 0 2L ¢ EEEE 0 2005 £
PR - EL92 -
Q ERRNTEIRL S TE B A AR R - A ¢
TiERE - 5 - PEERIEAR - TR AL AREERA - a2
FWho am 175 » tELEHSHY TIEHE? 4 -



<88 EEAR

R FR A SE R R L A - BR T E e AR SRR
E LA - IR E R R A H S 15 i b L ER A
AR H EELHE E YR R -

ASNEE TRy > B EA R TR R R R A R A AAE
BEJEAME - SUEAER R SR O S E R
fROE 7B ESEE B S A P RE TR AR o B AR SR R R
ch R fi BE A E B AR E BR AR 2R N RERY E AUk & 19 B B IR A%
o FEAR E R BURSUE R R A R B -

Ti ~ i

AN A B O SR e - A B BE B iR R AN R] SR AR
L B o G DU Ty CE A R B B B R 1 - BTN
S Pl B T A T 1R I A B (L P B R S i A
th o AN[RIR R R TR R FH A B AR R B E B P
PR B R R AU RE - ARSR B BRI RO MRERRR R - BR TR
T AEELL R R St - BRI BRI IR A
B - FE O B A ZE S T4 3 B A A A & T B IR o i L Ry B

Bk BME—EAR—CEREFE O TAt, - LS
U, BEL o VeI, BATET R TET. > TEB. > THE
Fla WHRT  irstE—EEHEEA -

B AR SO AR R A BB A - (I A RLE 1 2 B AL E
£ TYMNEMEEINE A OELT - fREMTES S - a1
MO FIEAT » FERNE ~ A% ~ SN ~ b ~ BI% » DI - &
NI FEARERANAT BTSSR - 3 BEEH L -
(REEREg - (PR B BEGEmromATIEE) - GE8E
£2) 10-14 » =2t 2 EEUE 0 2005 FEREEEIR 0 H 1)

FROKMEERE P mERE - 89 -

WKL EL TR -

P o B R Bl A ] R R i 2 B iy B B R B - RIS
RS A 2 55— o PR BORE Rt T O B B LR o Ry
HEEFANEOLEN "IE, - B EE R AR
# o B BEEARA SRR AR B R T AR A
O~ EREE AR OB DU EoR A R ARAN R A ] i B a1
AE R AR IEIS - BB BRI S - ARk Rl & %
HEEG » S0 0 A MBS R — B H IR AR - AN6E
B4 HANNZ A Rt b ) — (R AT

5= BRI AR B R R fR B 1A BE I A T AN
BT E M BB ARSI R o TR ) PURRERERS
5 R AN PEMA BB T DUk B R AR A ETE E B R BT 2R
1SR B BB - el TR PR fEREmRZ T A
o B BEERURE - FRI R — TR B SR B B A
R HERH KRBT S HEENR - REEH A B MEL
1T - 2R1M > PERERRRERG I D2 Eminy T 2RHh , 3 - Ik
B TR B e B — R ATE - U5 FE AR &
5 KSR Rh 2 E

Btk - ANEERC T AYRR BB AR TR SR B B A AT AR R R
Ff i BN - iR 7 HBAMEE SRR - P BEnR ik
FETHAyRRREIL A - 21 B FRE At 0 2 R il B9 17 S i

Ay o PE A R R SRR PR B B K 0] B B e il R B DS
T AR H BB A IR0 - R gt T ERAAAAE R
Bb ~ IR~ BOABCREEE A2 R R i B A Bl Sl I AT HE
PERERE -



<90 - EREAR
2530

— s HEENXRL (ARG CRIEFT i ARmAE) Bl € s i

AR ) ZERHHE TR #EE 7R E 5 ( Chinese Buddhist

Electronic Text Association * f&ifff CBETA ) HYEE T Hi R 515K

i (2016) ° SIH CRIEHREARARS) HiBR MR ~ K% -

HH O B8 fTECZEFFRC 8% - B4 © T30, no. 1579, p. 517,

b6-17)

- BEAEEE - (RSB E L) - CORIERD) 568 71t -

Tz - REEREEE - GRS B Ee) - CRIEsRD 28 8 it -

TCEL - BERCETSGE - (IERERmRR) - CRIERD 26 17 fitf

& - BRREEE - (R SR TES R b TR B A fis o R A /N R RER
BT ER PN ARAEST s HERE ) - CRIE ) 27 48 fiit -

TG - BERENR - ONIHARMEEERE) - CRIERD) 26 48 it -

2 -EEE - (SN o CREED 28 50 fiit -

—_EBEE

BEE R (ERMIEE) » GEEEE) 16 214t EEsuk
2005 FHEEERR -

BEEEEG - (e s) - GEEEE) 3-10 =Z]b - #EEsyt » 2005
RIS AR -

BEERfY - (EERGEAMELEERE) - GEEERE) 3-8 2k HEEs
k- 2005 SFHYEKRR °

B - GEFIEEIEE) - (EER®) 4-1 0 =2i4b - EEsutb
2005 FAEHERR

BREEfE - CAVRSES - AYBER) - LR REE) 4-3 0 =L : ik

FROKMEERE P mERE - 91 -

AL+ 2005 SRR -

REEREL - (EAYATG) - (GEEiEfE) 4-4 0 2k sk 0 2005
ERGERAR -

FeEeEg - (EERNE) - (GEEiEfE) 4-6 - =t - BRESUE - 2005
HEEER -

BEEE R - (B 08haleR) - (EEmmEE) 47 21k ok
2005 FFREERAR -

BEERE - CATHESL) - (i EE) 4-8 - 2L EEsUb - 2005
EHERERR -

RBEEEL - (idsm) - QEEEEE) 4-10 - 2k - Bk - 2005 4
HEEFAR -

BEEE L - (B AHE) - (GkEraiE) 4-12 0 2k kEsu
2005 HEHEERAR -

BESEE: - e AneyEsE ) - (IR EE) 4-16 » 2L 1 R
& > 2005 FERIERRR

B - (gL BIE— BEEnsmny il TR ) - B
F2E) 10-14 - 2 2 FESSUE > 2005 FHEERAR -

SEaEy o (AR D - &b - EEsUt » 2002 £ -

Harvey, Peter, An Introduction to Buddhist Ethics: Foundations, Values,
and Issues, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000.

Kant, Immanuel, Grundlegung zur Metaphysik der Sitten, Herausgegeben
von Karl Vorldnder, Hamburg: Felix Meiner, 1965.

Keown, Damien, Buddhist Ethics: A Very Short Introduction, Oxford
University Press, 2005.

= - HBTIGR
BV CEE R 22 AT TR B TAEE ) EUARE
REE RS 2 ) - (EINZEZE R B EmEE) 26 46 101 > 2013 47



10 H > H157-198 -

BRAIEE - CEEERRTAYTEE AR RE S LB RTR G IR T GhEEm | B
IERE DRI, BSER D o (PIEEESRRTSE) 26 21 #2013
F6H » H93-126 -

prERE, o CREEGRATEA R MRS - (EmTE) FHN
i - 2k EEsUl 0 2015 -6 H 0 L 413-447 -

gL - (A B OSTHBERE) AUMMBLEAAVRE 2 ) » (BIZE#E
KEEYTELZGTE) 56 50 30 > 2015 4F- 10 H » B 71-101 -

Jimmy Yu, “A Tentative Exploration into the Development of Master
Sheng Yen's Chan Teachings,” Chung-Hwa Buddhist Journal, n.23,
2010.07, pp. 3-38.

M~ FEEm

FWER - CEEEEANE T e R AR B ) - RN TS
= Jie B g FERE R MR Bt e oy R e LB Gt ¢ R A ARy
PogEGES ) - 2 - 2EREERBIFRGHE - 2010 4
5H30 HE31H -

TREETRK » CEE Lk Al A R B R U A R K B R ) RN

U5 = J B i SRR R RS B Al I B o R A | LB B RR
AV ECE B EZ  » =2db  ZE RS2 T B i
2001025 H30 HE 31 H »

PR » CEEBARNTRERISE) - SESRIN T5E = Jm B8 g A R 2
iThFa & Rk LG At B AR O B O ER , »
2L« SRR SR EE - 2010 4F 5 H30 HE 31 H »

Bt - B RERE (e QB R IR - 2 PR+ DAgke ) LB et 22
Fofly - ZERFY T 5E = B g SR AR B R R A A e R A LHE
AamiE - BEEGAATIEEE RS, - 240 EEARER
B ErakEE - 2010 4-5 H30 HE31 H

FROKEEERE P amERE - 93 -

WSS - (REZIE - AR BaEAT R R B R B ) - RN
T = i B g FERE B R B AR e e R s LB ARGt ¢ B
BRIV ECE PR R, - 2t 2R ER R g
201085 H30HE31 H »

B BuRX
thigss - (EERAAMEN T E TR ERFRT) - 216 WIIK
BB SRR AE AR L » 2008 £ o



On the Ethical Dimension of Master
Sheng Yen’s Interpretations of Chan

Wei-hung Yen

Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Tunghai University

I Abstract

This article deals with the exploration on which types of
ethical dimensions that might be provided with Master Sheng
Yen’s interpretation of Chan Buddhism? This article will analyze
on the distinct standpoints and the fundamental argumentation
of these standpoints of Master Sheng Yen through his discourses
and interpretations of Chan Buddhism. And further on through
the comprehension of these standpoints, expound on the ethical
dimension and thinking, as well as elucidate the modern
significance and valuation of Master Sheng Yen’s thought of Chan
Buddhism. I will progressively justify the ethical valuation of
Master Sheng Yen’s thought of Chan Buddhism through discussing
subjects of his interpretations of Chan that are founded on Chinese
Buddhism, how he interprets the relation of Chan and Ethics,
his interpretation standpoints of “The Non-duality of Chan and
Precepts” and “Autonomy” and also the modern significance of
the ethical dimension of Master Sheng Yen’s thought of Chan
Buddhism sequentially.

Key words: Master Sheng Yen, Chan Buddhism, Ethics, The Non-
duality of Chan and Precepts, Autonomy
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The Educational Function of
Dharma Drum Mountain’s

Environmental Teaching:
Its Chan (Zen) Delight and
the Realization of its Ideal

Kin-Choi Woo

Lecturer of Buddhist Studies, Dharma Drum Mountain Buddhist Foundation

I Abstract

The natural environment of Dharma Drum Mountain, such
as its creeks, walking trails, parks; its humane facilities such as
the monastery’s main gate, three statues of Avalokiteshvara, the
Dharma Lotus Bell, Main Temple, the Founding Memorial Hall,
and the Life Park, are all scenic spots as well. This is the founding
purpose of Dharma Drum Mountain by the founder Venerable
Sheng Yen. It was his wish that the visitors who came to the
mountain would benefit from the education of this “Chan Delight
Environment.”

Therefore, the discourse of this paper, based on the origin of
establishing the Dharma Drum, is on the educational function of
“the environmental instruction of Chan delight,” together with
the meaning and goal of its promotion. With this we come to a
better understanding of the modernization of Chan practice, the
engagement of Buddha dharma both in our daily lives and the
human world in recent Chinese Buddhism.

Setting itself apart from other common religious sites, the
establishment of Dharma Drum Mountain differs from other
worldly educational organization. Education as the foundation, Zen



practice as its spirit, it integrates nature with humanity to cultivate
its followers, and realizes the ideal of building “a pure land on
Earth.” Its dual qualities combine religion with education.

If the content of “Environmental Instruction of Chan Delight”
encompasses a set of complete discourses, disclosing its profound
significance, which includes theory and practice, concept and
methodology, it will help spread Buddhism worldwide.

Key words: Venerable Sheng Yen, Dharma Drum Mountain,
Environmental Instruction of Chan Delight,
the protection of Spiritual Environmental, The
Environmental Instruction of Scenic Design
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Master Sheng-yen’s Accounts of
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I Abstract

The various dharma gates of mindfulness of Guanyin Bodhisattva
is one major set of practice method in Master Sheng-yen’s system
of meditation. The significance of Guanyin Dharma Gates is as
significant as Master Sheng-yen’s other major chan methods such
as silent illumination 2k & and huatou 5% UH . In Master Sheng-
yen's teaching of Guanyin Bodhisattva Dharma Gates, he listed
seven different methods related to Guanyin. In this book and Master
Sheng-yen’s many other books, Master Sheng-yen’s accounts of
Guanyin’s responses to his practices were recorded. In this paper,
I will try to answer two questions: how did Master Sheng-yen’s
responsive experiences serve as the foundation of his systematic
Guanyin Bodhisattva Dharma Gates? Secondly, how did Master
Sheng-yen apply these dharma gates to his daily lives?

Another purpose of this paper is to determine the significance
of Master Sheng-yen’s Guanyin Dharma Gates and Guanyin

T UK IR REE B RS A IS - 181 -

response narration in the textual context of traditional Guanyin
responsive stories. In fact, this paper will discuss if Buddhist
responsive narrations really fit into the genre described as zhiguai,
“strange writing” or “accounts of anomalies” in traditional Chinese
literature. Accounts of Guanyin responsive stories are traditionally
categorized as a type of “accounts of anomalies” because it was
thought of as strange happenings beyond ordinary people’s regular
experiences. However, when we take into consideration of the
purpose of Master Sheng-yen’s Guanyin Dharma Gates, Master
Sheng-yen’s actually aims for the strengthening or reoccurrence
of Guanyin Bodhisattva response experiences. This underlying
purpose is the total opposite of those of the zhiguai accounts which
intended to stress “anomalies.” The purpose of Guanyin Dharma
Gate is exactly to turn an unfamiliar religious experience into
familiar experience that the practitioners hope to repeat and operate
at every moment.

Master Sheng-yen’s Guanyin responsive accounts has several
unique features such as responses cover experiences happening
throughout his entire religious career, he recorded communal
response experiences as well as his individual responsive
experiences. Furthermore, Master Sheng-yen’s accounts of
Guanyin responses stress not only Guanyin’s saving power but also
his spiritual path of learning from the compassion and altruism
of Guanyin Bodhisattva. Master Sheng-yen’s Guanyin response
discourses, as well as his systematic Guanyin Dharma Gates, will
not only redefine the nature of Guanyin responsive accounts, but
also will provide a glimpse of the spiritual depth of the traditional
Guanyin response accounts that appeared in Chinese literary
landscape since the Northern and Southern Dynasties.

Key words: Guanyin responses, Guanyin Dharma Gates, Master
Sheng-yen, Records of Responses, Heart Siitra
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| Abstract

Following up the mission of spreading Chinese Chan Buddhism
widely, established by Venerable Master Sheng Yen, the founder of
Dharma Drum Mountain (DDM), this study aims at exploring how
to practically apply the concepts and methods derived from DDM
eight-form moving meditation to school education, and further
contributing to developing sound character education.

This study occurs in a middle school in New Taipei City,
Taiwan. A teacher of a third-grade class would like to help her
students be focused and settled as they face the pressure from
taking Comprehensive Assessment. Grounded on the essentials of
DDM eight-form moving meditation as well as taking teachers’,
parents’ and students’ needs into consideration, one of the research
team members, a senior DDM meditation teacher, designs a
meditation program including the Chan practicing concepts and
a series of body movements facilitating students to experience
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clearness and relaxation. In accordance with students’ needs
relevant to the school events, the class teachers invite the research
team to hold the meditation sessions in class. In each session, the
senior DDM meditation teacher leads the students to practice being
clear and relaxing as they perform the movements, and elaborates
on how to apply Chan practicing concepts and methods in daily
lives.

The researchers adopt Naturalist Inquiry as research
methodology for this study. In the real-life learning contexts,
we observe students’ learning process as they engage in the
meditation sessions. We also endeavor to understand the influence
of participating in the sessions on students’ learning and interaction
with self, others and the surroundings. The research team has been
interacting with the teachers and students since 2014 and collected
multiple data sources to establish trustworthiness of this study.

The researchers first report students’ perspectives on the
meditation program with self-report questionnaires and students’
journals reflecting on the meditation sessions. Next, we use case
reports with detailed context to exemplify students’ application of
the concepts and methods learned from the meditation sessions in
their daily lives. We believe that the practical application of DDM
eight-form moving meditation to school settings may contribute to
sound character education. The findings that demonstrate teachers’
and students’ autonomous application of what they learned from
the meditation program to their daily lives are likely to support
this point of view. Lastly, the researchers’ reflection on the process
of introducing Chan meditation to school classrooms resonates
with the strength of Chinese Chan Buddhism; that is, the ability
to absorb, embrace, adapt, and adjust to the needs of people
everywhere.

Key words: DDM eight-form moving meditation, introducing
meditation to school classrooms, character education
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I Abstract

In the history of the Chinese Pure Land Buddhist tradition,
many thinkers have given much consideration to the two
interrelated questions of the nature of the Pure Land and the
meaning of rebirth within it. In the premodern period, two ideas
predominated and frequently clashed. The first was the position of
“western-direction” or “other-direction pure land” (xifang / tafang
Jjingtii P85 / /5151 ), in which the practitioner sought rebirth in
an existent Pure Land to the west of the present world. The second
was “mind-only pure land” (wéixin jingtii ME.L>{F 1 ), in which the
Pure Land was coextensive with this world and manifested when
the practitioner’s mind was purified enough to see it. During the
late 19" and early 20" centuries, however, another way of thinking
about the Pure Land emerged as part of the movement commonly
referred to as “Humanistic Buddhism” (rénjian fojiao ARSBREL).
Known as “The Pure Land in the Human Realm” (rénjian jingtu
AfiF 1), it sought to engage practitioners in environmental and
social welfare work in order to alleviate suffering and improve
lives in the present world.

While these developments are most often credited to the
monk-reformer Taixu (Taixii AXJi, 1890-1947), an examination
of his works reveals him as an ambiguous modernizer, mixing
the traditional and the modern in an unsystematic manner. Ven.



Dr. Sheng Yen (Shéngydn B2 f§ , 1930-2009), often seen as a
carrier of the tradition of Humanistic Buddhism, took a more
synthetic and modern approach to Pure Land. In his mature
view, the previous positions of “western-direction” and “mind-
only” Pure Land are neither incompatible with each other nor
with the modern concept of “Pure Land in the Human Realm.”
Indeed, they may be seen as stages in a path. As he puts it,
the Pure Land path can start from a relatively simple practice
such as oral invocation of the name of Amitabha and lead to
a realization of one’s own mind in the practice of “Buddha-
invocation Chan” (nianfé chan ;& ), with the ultimate goal
of realizing both the wisdom and compassion of a bodhisattva
through the twin practices of realizing the Pure Land as one’s
own mind while simultaneously establishing the Pure Land in
the Human Realm. In this presentation I hope to contextualize
Ven. Dr. Sheng Yen’s Pure Land teachings in the overall
history of Chinese Pure Land Buddhism and enable readers to
see his innovative way of reconciling seemingly incompatible
approaches.

Key words: Sheng Yen, Taixu, Pure Land, Pure Land in the
Human Realm, Humanistic Buddhism
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1. Introduction

Pure Land Buddhism as a “tradition of practice” which
taught that ordinary, non-elite Buddhists could achieve rebirth
in Amitabha’s Pure Land, called Sukhavati, and thereby attain
the stage of non-retrogression (bu tuizhucn “f~ & 8 ). Within the
scope of the tradition so defined, I include both its practices and
the theoretical and exegetical explanations by which it understood
how these practices worked. According to these explanations, the
“other-power” (tali fl1 ] ) of the fundamental vows (bényuan ZNJ5H )
of Amitabha supplemented the practitioner’s “self-power” (zili H
77). Because of this support, the practice of nianfo (nianfé & ),
even when simplified to the mere oral recitation of this Buddha’s
name, enabled ordinary persons to achieve a religious goal greatly
disproportionate to their own abilities and efforts. This idea
provoked opposition from the very outset. While some Buddhist
authorities found the explanations and exegeses persuasive, others
contested them, sure that only bodhisattvas with eons of practice
already behind them could attain even the ability to perceive
a purified Buddha-land, much less gain rebirth within one. In
order to meet this challenge, advocates of the Pure Land tradition
produced a steady stream of theoretical and apologetic works.

Early authors differed in some of the details regarding the level
of accomplishment that would lead to rebirth in one or another Pure
Land, but they may be sorted into three broad schools of thought.
One taught that the land of Sukhavati was a Transformation-Land
(huati /b)) into which ordinary beings could be born. Another
held that it was purely a Reward-Land (bdoti ;1. ) accessible
only to advanced bodhisattvas. A third maintained that the land
that practitioners perceived or were born into corresponded to the
relative purity of their minds, and so could be either a Reward-
Land or a Transformation-Land. In other words, the more one
had progressed in mind-purification, the more subtle and refined
the manifestation of the Pure Land would be. While an advanced
bodhisattva could contemplate the Pure Land in a high degree of



refinement, he could also see how it appeared to those at lower
levels of attainment. The reverse was not true; those at a lower
level could only see what their stage on the path enabled them to
see and no higher. @

According to the pioneering overview of Chinese Pure Land
doctrine by Mochizuki Shinko ¥ H{S*% , it was Shandao (Shanddo
=3 613-681) who first proposed that devotees of Amitabha
could gain rebirth in a manifestation of the Pure Land higher than
that which their progress should have earned. He held that the
Pure Land was a Reward-Land because the Buddha Amitabha,
while still at the beginning of his practice as the bodhisattva-
monk Dharmakara, had made vows that specified the form that
his Pure Land would take after he became a buddha. Thus, the
land manifested in the way that served to reward Ais effort and not
theirs, and would be perceived as such by any being who entered
it. @Following this innovation, the question that became most
controversial was: Do ordinary beings attain rebirth in the Pure
Land even if they have no practical or moral attainment? Or does
rebirth in the Pure Land, like any other form of rebirth, depend
upon one’s own karma and accomplishments?

Once Shandao’s ideas gained popularity and people began
to practice in the expectation of rebirth in Amitabha’s Reward-
Land, other voices began to raise objections. In the most general
terms, the debate shifted from a discussion of the way the Pure
Land manifested as a land of Suchness, Reward, or Transformation
to whether the Pure Land really existed to the west (“western-
direction” or “other-direction pure land”; xifang/tafang jingti P8
R TR ) or as a manifestation of the practitioner’s mind
(“mind-only pure land”; wéixin jingtii ME.L3{F £ ). The first view
aligned with the teaching that even lowly or evil people could attain
rebirth and non-retrogression because the power of Amitabha’s

©® Summarized in Mochizuki 1942, pp. 184-185.
® Ibid., pp. 185-186.
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vows would bring it about, while the second accorded more with
the position that the appearance of the Pure Land depended upon
the practitioner purifying his or her mind.

These two positions dominated Pure Land apologetic
discourse for the next thousand years and more. In the late Ming
dynasty, authors such as Yuan Hongdao (Yudn Hongdao = =
JE , 1568-1610) and Yunqi Zhuhong (Yingi Zhihéng 55 1BE #f
7%, 1535-1615) were still responding to such objections in their
works Comprehensive Treatise on the West (Xifang hélun V8§ /5
i, T.1976) and Answers to 48 Questions about the Pure Land
(Da jingtii sishiba wen 1%+ P9+ /\R ) respectively. Even as
late as the early Republican period, Yinguang (Yinguang E[1 ¢,
1861-1940) dealt with this issue in his Treatise Resolving Doubts
About the Pure Land (Jingtii juéyi lun %+ 5Em ). @ However,
at the same time that Yinguang published his piece defending
a very traditional version of Pure Land teaching, new currents
were stirring in Chinese Buddhism under the names “Buddhism
for Human Life” (rénsheng fojiao NAMHE) or “Humanistic
Buddhism” (rénjian féjiao A [H] i #7 ). These modernizing
tendencies provided a new framework for thinking about the Pure
Land.

2. Taixu and the Pure Land in the Human Realm

More than anyone else, the monk-reformer Taixu (Taixi K ,
1890-1947) receives recognition for the inception of these new
movements. While the two terms just mentioned are virtually
interchangeable, their different wording evokes two concerns. The
first, “Buddhism for Human Life,” points to a concern that
Buddhist clergy were too involved in funerals and rituals for the
dead and needed to focus on the needs of the living, while the
latter, “Humanistic Buddhism” (or more literally, “Buddhism in the

® Yinguang E[1)% 1991. See Jones translation (2012), p. 33, 43.
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Human Realm”) implicitly criticized excessive attention to
otherworldly buddhas, bodhisattvas, and deities and the lack of
attention to problems of the present world. @ One outgrowth of this
reform was a novel way of approaching Pure Land Buddhism that
went beyond the dichotomy “western-direction” and “mind-only.”
This is the vision of the “Pure Land in the Human Realm” (vénjian
Jingti N[Ejigt).

This term has been used by many of Taixu’s successors to
indicate a move away from “other-worldly” (chiishi H{H: ) objects
of worship and postmortem fortunes and toward “this-worldly”
(rushi A1) efforts to improve living conditions. It is a slogan
that one frequently sees posted in monasteries and temples
that engage in social welfare work and pursue their practices in
environmentally-friendly ways (see photo). It is also a rallying-cry
for monastic and lay Buddhist movements pursuing such issues as

(HFERE)

O Sce Jones 1999, pp. 132-135.
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environmental protection, social justice, women’s rights, public
health, economic justice, and so on. However, Taixu’s position on
the Pure Land in the Human Realm is much more complicated than
this, and presents the reader with an idiosyncratic mixture of the
modern and the traditional, the progressive and the reactionary. Let
us take a quick look at his essay “On the Establishment of the Pure
Land in the Human Realm” (Jianshé rénjian jingtii lun> #£3% A 4]
Tt ). ©

There are certainly places within this long essay in which Taixu
speaks very plainly about establishing a Pure Land in the present
world through social and political reform, as in the following
passage:

One may also practice the ten virtues as one’s [main]
activity, pass it on to others to transform the masses, expound
virtue and ceremony, reform vulgar customs, work to end
war and punishments, provide for the people’s livelihoods,
help the young and give peace to the aged, recover waste and
bring comfort to the lonely. You could bring stability to the
laboring and capitalist classes by ending corruption and think
of ways to bring peace between nations. This is how one might
create the Pure Land in the Human Realm by improving the
human condition through safeguarding the security of life and

property. @

Such sentiments also dominate the final section of this essay,

© Don A. Pittman provides a lengthy English summary of this essay in his 2001
monograph on Taixu. However, he emphasizes Taixu as a modernizer and
entirely omits the parts of this essay that are ambiguous or clearly traditional.
Apart from a brief mention of rebirth in Uttarakuru, the summary focuses only
on Taixu’s call for social reform efforts and the establishment of a utopian
Buddhist community and ignores all else. See Pittman 2001, pp. 221-229.

@ Taixu 1956, p. 24: 398.
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called “Creating the Pure Land in the Human Realm” (Chuangzao
rénjian jingtii #)35E A RF ).

In addition to this, however, the essay contains many other
thoughts on how a human pure land might be gained that display
a mixture of premodern and modern concepts. For example, in
two places he uses modern astronomy’s revelation of the actual
vastness of the universe and the possibility of other planets to
demonstrate that there could very well be pure lands lying a great
distance from the Earth. Within this modern cosmological picture
he also discusses the possibility of gaining a human pure land by
performing practices aimed at rebirth in the paradisiacal northern
continent of Uttarakuru. He clearly believes that this land exists,
and places it somewhere within the solar system rather than to the
north of Mount Sumeru, and he encourages people to practice the
ten virtues (shishan 3% ) as a way of gaining rebirth there in a
future life.

Taixu writes, “Although the Pure Land in the Human Realm
encompasses all of humanity, it must still be established in a
concrete way to be manifest, in particular to make a sufficient
material impression.” @ Therefore, the essay includes a long
section that lays out a plan to found the Pure Land in the Human
Realm by purchasing mountain property with government
assistance and constructing a utopian Buddhist community upon
it. @ Taixu envisioned a central shrine surrounded by buildings in
which the eight schools of Chinese Buddhism would pursue their
special brands of study and practice. Further down the mountain,
lay Buddhists would be allocated tracts of land to cultivate
according to their level of precepts. Those who practiced the ten
virtues would have the most land and live closest to the monastic

@ 1bid., p. 24: 399.

O Justin Ritzinger points out that utopianism had been one of the hallmarks of
Taixu’s thought since his early days as an anarchist. See Ritzinger 2017, pp.
11-12.
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cloister, those who had received the five lay precepts would live a
bit farther from the clerics and have smaller plots, while those who
had received only the three refuges would be still further down
and be furnished with the smallest tracts. The two halls for nuns
would provide only for the study of Vinaya and the practice of Pure
Land. While this is certainly a concrete expression of the desire to
establish something in the present world, it is not a call for society-
wide social action. In fact, the primary way in which this utopian
community would benefit the world and help to “safeguard life
and property” ( bdochi shénming zichdn zhi anqudn 5 5 a7 &
FE Z 2% %> ) would be by holding prayer services and conducting
esoteric rituals for the protection of the nation and the benefit of
the world.

Taixu did more than just leave the door open in this and
other essays for traditional Pure Land practice; his exposition
on attaining rebirth in a Buddhist paradise occupies much more
space in this essay than any other topic. Noting that even the
successful establishment of the Pure Land here and now benefits
people only during their lifetimes, he devoted a great deal of space
and provided very long sutra citations to detail the practices and
benefits of rebirth in pure realms. While this includes Amitabha’s
land of Sukhavati, it also includes the aspiration for rebirth with
the bodhisattva Maitreya in the Inner Court of the Tusita Heaven or
with other buddhas in other buddha-lands. @

This is important, because it helps us understand Taixu as an
ambiguous modernizer. This may help us understand the fact that
his next-generation followers put forward very different views

@ According to Li Mingyou Z=HA% | Taixu thought that the aspiration to rebirth
in the Tusita Heaven was better, since Maitreya was to attain rebirth during his
next life here on Earth and then create the Pure Land here, thus establishing
a true Pure Land in the Human Realm. See Li n.d. Taixu’s student Yinshun
followed in this line of thought; see Yinshun 1992, pp. 16-17, 30-31. This is

also the major contention of Ritzinger 2017.



on Pure Land. Some actively denigrated Pure Land practices, as
Yinshun (Yinshun EJJIE , 1906-2005) did in his book Jingti yii
chan 15+ Bl (Pure Land and Chan), in which he compared the
Pure Land to a Marxist paradise @ and cast Pure Land as a debased
practice. @ Others, such as the Taiwan nun Zhengyan (Zhéngydn
% , 1937-), chose to focus on charitable, medical, and rescue
work in this world and simply did not emphasize Pure Land.
Neither of these figures completely followed Taixu’s example of
providing for a modernist reading of the Pure Land in the Human
Realm while leaving the door open to traditional practices, giving
the strong impression that the Pure Land in the Human Realm was
incompatible with traditional Pure Land and rendered it obsolete.
One latter-day heir of Taixu who did embrace both ends of this
dichotomy was Sheng Yen (Shéngydn B2 , 1930-2009).

2%
A

3. Sheng Yen’s Synthesis

Ven. Sheng Yen has written several theoretical and pastoral
works on Pure Land. Here we will look first at a 1983 article
published in the Huagang Buddhist Studies Bulletin (Huagang
foxue xuebao FERGHEREEE ) for his early theoretical viewpoint,
and for his pastoral perspective, I will focus on a posthumous book
edited from his dharma-talks, Master Sheng Yen Teaches the Pure
Land Dharma-Gate (Shengyan fashi jiao jingtu famen BEJgFFI#L
L),

In the “Introduction” to his article “An Examination of Pure
Land Thought” (“Jingtu sixiang zhi kaocha” 1F + B AH 2 %%,
Sheng Yen says that two factors encouraged him to write this
extended essay. The first was a general lack of knowledge among
Buddhist practitioners, and the second was a controversy that had

® Yinshun 1992, p. 12.
@ One may find an English summary of Yinshun’s main treatise on Pure Land in
Jones 1999, pp. 126-131.
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recently flared up in Taiwan over the terms “rebirth [in the Pure
Land] bearing karma” (daiyé wdangshéng 752513 4E ) and “rebirth
[in the Pure Land] extinguishing karma” (xidoyé wdngshéng 1H3%
H4).®

As explained by Wang Jingsi FIE#% , the controversy was
sparked by a Buddhist lay practitioner named Chen Jianmin
(B, 1906-1987). A dedicated meditator and practitioner of
Tibetan Buddhist esoteric ritual, Chen took offense at the idea that
any Buddhist could attain rebirth in the Pure Land still carrying
evil karma. Without going too deeply into his arguments, he
expressed the fear that this notion would discourage people from
engaging in difficult practices or amending their morality. Indeed,
he guessed that because of this belief, 80-90% of Pure Land
practitioners did not cultivate merit, were not vegetarian, and had
not given up killing. They did not read other sutras or cultivate the
nianfo samadhi. When he was attacked for expressing this view,
he assembled some of his more educated followers and had them
study Buddhist scriptures and prepare a report on the idea of “rebirth
bearing karma.” In 1981 they issued the Report of the Study Group
on “Rebirth Bearing Karma” in the Sutras (‘Daiye wdngshéng’
chajing xidozii baogaoshii " THZEMRA | BR/NEEREE ). The
report found the term “rebirth bearing karma” was not in any sutra,
and only appeared in late Chinese Buddhist literature. Even then
it did not normally entail the view that one ought to depend solely
upon the power of the Buddha Amitabha to eradicate all one’s past
karma, and was often interchangeable with “rebirth extinguishing
karma.” ®

Pure Land traditionalists in Taiwan attacked Chen’s position
vehemently with a barrage of articles and lectures. Again, we need
not spend time detailing their counterarguments. The controversy

® Sheng Yen 1983, p. 6.
® See Wang 2010, pp. 81-86 for a detailed account of Chen’s position and

publications and an analysis of the merits of his positions.



did not last long because Chen Jianmin himself had little interest
in participating in it. He spent very little time answering his critics,
and with his death in 1987 the polemics came to a close. After
the mid-1980s discussion of the issue became more conciliatory,
analytical, and scholarly. As cooler voices took over, it was found
that both sides had some degree of scriptural support and were not
necessarily mutually exclusive. @ This is the point at which Sheng
Yen entered the fray, and his contributions to the discussion helped
define his own ideas about karma and rebirth in Sukhavati. This
debate may have interested him because the issues involved were
as much ethical as theoretical. Chen Jianmin had expressed the
fear that the “rebirth bearing karma” position was not only wrong,
but would lead people to flout the norms of Buddhist morality and
become lax in spiritual cultivation. Sheng Yen’s challenge here was
to maintain some room for the “rebirth bearing karma” position
while neutralizing the prospect of antinomianism.

In this lengthy article, Sheng Yen does more than just weigh
in on this controversy, however. In accordance with his concern
that ordinary Buddhists lacked knowledge about the Pure Land
tradition, he wrote it to provide a general outline of Chinese Pure
Land thought along with an overview of its scriptural bases. Since
it is not within the scope of this article to outline everything he
says in it, I will focus on two issues that have a bearing on Sheng
Yen’s view of Pure Land in the modern world. First, we will see
how he defines “The Pure Land in the Human Realm,” and then
we will see the kind of life and practice that he believed would be
appropriate for Buddhists in the modern world.

Sheng Yen, like Taixu before him, set forth a much wider range
of meaning for the term renjian jingtu than contemporary readers
might expect. Sheng Yen begins his typology of pure lands by
noting that the term refers to any land created by the power of a
buddha’s vows. This means that there are innumerable pure lands in

® Ibid., p. 88.
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all directions. He then notes that the tradition describes pure lands
in three ways: (1) lands in other directions (tafang shijie fi /7 1H5L),
(2) the present world (xiangian shijie FAgETH5L ), and (3) the land
within one’s own mind (zixin shijie H./[»H5FL ). @ All three can be
the setting for the Pure Land in the Human Realm. For instance,
the Pure Land of Aksobhya (Achupofo FR[EHfff ) to the east is very
simple and closely resembles a Pure Land in the Human Realm in
that it has both women and childbirth. However, there is no [sexual]
desire, birth is painless, and women do not menstruate. As long as
the scriptures state that humans number among its inhabitants, then
it is part of the human realm.

Under the second heading, the Pure Land in the present
world, Sheng Yen gives two cases. The first is the present human
world during the time of Sakyamuni’s teaching, and the second
is this world in the future when Maitreya takes birth and achieves
buddhahood here.@1In the first case, Sheng Yen does not claim
that this world became a Pure Land with the enlightenment of
Sakyamuni. He merely claims that since Sakyamuni taught the ten
virtues, the practice of which can move a world into the direction
of purity, he showed this world’s potential for purification. Sheng
Yen believed that the practice of the ten virtues would accelerate
as time goes on, and this, along with the rise of new technologies
will create a land much like Uttarakuru. Maitreya will descend into
and further purify the present human realm when he preaches and
awakens billions of beings. Here Sheng Yen echoes Taixu’s “On
the Establishment of the Pure Land in the Human Realm” very
closely.

Sheng Yen’s third category reflects the traditional notion of
“mind-only pure land.” In this essay, he does not give much detail
on this manifestation of the Pure Land, only saying that if one can
bring one’s practice to completion and purify mind and body, then

® Sheng Yen 1983, p. 8.
® Ibid., pp. 13-14. He repeats much of this on pages 23 to 26.



the Pure Land manifests before one’s eyes no matter where one is.
When the mind is free of delusions and unmoved by defilements,
then it is pure, as is the body. When body and mind are pure, then
the land will also be pure, because suffering and bliss, purity
and impurity, all emerge from the mind. @If one cannot manage
this, then one “goes to plan B” (tui ér qiu gici 321 >KH 2K ) and
generates the aspiration to avail one’s self of the other-power of
the Buddha and practice the ten virtues in order to take rebirth in a
buddha-land. ®

Sheng Yen says more about the Pure Land in the Human Realm
as a manifestation of the mind in his 1997 book Nianfo sheng
Jjingtu 7&M4E1F 1 . He begins his discussion of the Pure Land in
the Human Realm with a definition: “The meaning of the Pure
Land in the Human Realm indicates that the present world in which
we actually live is the pure land” ( A[IF LHIEE » EHEHM
WEAEERE  SEiF 1 ). ®He goes on to explain the mind-
only aspect of his view. Buddhist scriptures denigrate the present
world as the “Saha world” with its five turbidities. However, once
one puts the buddha-dharma into practice and attains awakening,
then the Pure Land unfolds before one’s eyes here and now. If one
person attains awakening, then it is a pure land for one person. If
two people attain awakening, then it is a pure land for two people,
and so on. @

In terms of ethics, Sheng Yen notes that while the controversy
over “rebirth bearing karma” and “rebirth extinguishing karma”
impelled him to write this essay, he deems it a false dichotomy
and leaves the topic quickly. @However, toward the end of the
essay he returns to it briefly in his discussion of the meaning of

® Sheng Yen 1983, p. 15.
® Ibid.

® Sheng Yen 1997, p. 27.
@ Ibid.

@ Sheng Yen 1983, p. 6.
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the terms “path of difficult practice” and “path of easy practice.”
Here Sheng Yen acknowledges that the “path of difficult practice”
is beyond the capacity of almost all beings. Knowing this, buddhas
create pure lands as places for sentient beings to come, receive
instruction, attain the state of non-retrogression, and eventually
achieve buddhahood. ®

Even if one rides on the Buddha’s vow-power to rebirth, some
level of self-effort remains necessary. Sheng Yen reminds his
readers that the Contemplation Sutra (Guan Wuliangshou fo jing
I B SSERE , T.365) requires one to practice the three types of
merit (sanfii —Jji ) and generate bodhicitta in order to qualify for
rebirth. @® Furthermore, the Amitabha Sutra (Amituo jing ] i@ BE
#& |, T.366) declares that one does not achieve rebirth on the basis
of “scant roots of virtue and merit.” & He concludes his essay by
telling his readers that even the “path of easy practice” requires
Buddhists to put forth effort. He ends this essay with the following:

Therefore, the Pure Land sutras, even while advocating
the path of easy practice, also emphasize cultivation of the
path of liberation and the importance of the bodhisattva path.
Moreover, all Buddhist teachings take the way of virtue as their
basis. Therefore, everyone who aspires to rebirth in the pure
lands of the buddhas must also marshal the resources of good
fortune and virtue to achieve rebirth. ®

The other work I wish to examine in detail, Master Sheng Yen
Teaches the Pure Land Dharma-Gate, brings together transcripts
from talks given during a seven-day Buddha-recitation retreat (fogi
f#2 ), and presents his pastoral recommendations for incorporating

@ Ibid., pp. 41-42.

® See T.365, p. 12: 341 c09.
@ See T.366, p. 12: 347 b9.
® Sheng Yen 1983, p. 42.
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Pure Land practice into one’s life. On reading these transcripts,
one notices that he follows Taixu in adopting an eclectic approach
that excludes nothing. Far from using the idea of the Pure Land
in the Human Realm to supersede traditional ideas and practices
from the past, he finds ways to fit all these elements together:
nianfo to gain rebirth in Sukhavati through reliance on the power
of Amitabha’s vows, efforts in self-cultivation in order to make as
much personal progress as possible, affirmation that the Pure Land
is a manifestation of the mind, and attention to benevolent work in
the present world in order to create a pure land here and now. In
addition, while Taixu moved from one of these elements to another
seemingly at random, Sheng Yen attempts to synthesize them into
a coherent whole. In many ways, this book is more systematic than
his 1983 article.

Sheng Yen begins by stating that there is no inherent conflict
between traditional “western-direction pure land” thought and the
“Pure Land in the Human Realm.” @ This is because the practice
of Humanistic Buddhism (rénjian féjiao A [ iy % ) does not
contradict or conflict with the aspiration for rebirth in Amitabha’s
land; in fact, it prepares one for rebirth. @ In asserting this, Sheng
Yen implicitly repudiates prior critics who held that the wish to
attain rebirth in the Pure Land is “other-worldly” and arises from
loss of all hope for this world. @®1In contrast, he states that all
Mahayana Buddhists ought to generate bodhicitta, by which they
declare their desire to save all other beings in this world. When
one has this attitude, then one accords with the vows set forth by
all buddhas, of which Amitabha’s 48 vows serve as an example.

@ Sheng Yen 2010, p. 88.

@ Ibid., p. 89.

@ This criticism goes back to the beginning of Pure Land apologetic literature. For
example, “Zhiyi” addresses this objection in his Jingtii shiyu lin 15 4.+ %€ i
(T.1961). That it persists up to modern times is shown by Jiang Canteng 7T &/
in Jiang 1989, p. 208.
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Normatively, one should vow both to bring about the Pure Land in
the Human Realm by assisting living beings in the present world
and seek rebirth in Sukhavati after death. In this way, one gains
a higher rebirth in the Pure Land, becomes a buddha sooner, and
can go about aiding other beings. @ Later, Sheng Yen states that
the Pure Land is not inherently other-worldly and escapist; to the
contrary, escapism and passivity toward the problems of the world
are signs of an unbalanced understanding of Pure Land. @

While thus denying any conflict between a traditional “western-
direction” idea of the Pure Land and social action in the present
world, Sheng Yen also sought to harmonize the more traditional
dichotomy between “western-direction” and “mind-only” Pure
Land. In the course of counseling retreatants to engage in all
the traditional Buddhist methods of self-cultivation, Sheng Yen
mentions that, in keeping with the principle of mind-only (wéixin
ME J» ), every pure land is only as pure as the mind experiencing
it. To a buddha, even the present defiled world presents itself as
utterly pure. @ The Pure Land is a kind of “one-room schoolhouse”
in which students of all grades inhabit the same space but only
receive such instruction as their prior experience has prepared
them. This does not falsify the “western-direction” concept; if that
is what a given being is ready to receive, then it will be given and
will be as real as any other experience to an unenlightened mind.
Nevertheless, even such beings will be in the Pure Land and will
attain buddhahood without fail. Sheng Yen goes so far as to look
beyond the fourfold typology of pure lands presented by the Tiantai
School (Tiantdi zong K557 ) and the nine grades of rebirth found
in the Contemplation Sutra (Guan wuliangshoufo jing i it & 5
148, T.365) to speculate that there may be as many pure lands as

® Sheng Yen 2010, pp. 90-93.
@ Ibid., p. 111.
® Ibid., p. 162.
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there are minds. @

Sheng Yen also systematically relates mind-only pure land with
the call for social action to create a pure land in the present human
world. To begin with, he downplays the value of a strict “mind-only”
position by saying that if purification of one’s own mind were the
way to establish a pure land here and now, then only those who
have so purified their minds would be able to perceive and dwell
in it; all others would be left out. Should we then try to establish
a pure land within the family or in a given territory? Perhaps, he
says; since the Buddha seemed to think this present world was the
best place for practice, then it would be worth a try. ® The founding
of Dharma Drum Mountain represents his attempt at this. While
at first glance it might seem as though Sheng Yen is carrying out
Taixu’s plan for an ideal Buddhist community on a mountain,
Sheng Yen’s rationale is more modest and practical. In remarks
given at a 1997 conference, he described three main goals that, if
accomplished, would go some distance in establishing Dharma
Drum Mountain as a Pure Land in the Human Realm:

He planned for several educational institutions on the
property that would teach religion and the humanities to help
both Buddhism and society.

He planned an office to organize outreach and publication
efforts for the uplift of society.

He would also make provisions to educate the general
population in social concern and social work. @

To summarize, Sheng Yen goes beyond Taixu’s rather eclectic
conception of the Pure Land in the Human Realm to present a
more concise and coherent scheme. Taixu moved indiscriminately

@ Ibid., p. 163.
® Sheng Yen 2003, p. 24.
@ Ibid, p. 151.
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among such ideas as rebirth in Uttarakuru, @rebirth in the Inner
Court of the Tusita Heaven and subsequent presence when
Maitreya attains buddhahood in this world, the purchase of land
and the construction of a Buddhist utopia with government support,
social action to benefit human beings here and now, and rebirth
in the Pure Land of Amitabha or of other Buddhas. Sheng Yen, by
contrast, omitted many of these ideas (e.g., rebirth in Uttarakuru
and government-sponsored Buddhist utopias do not figure in his
writings as live options), and took the three elements of Pure Land
previously assumed to be mutually inconsistent and brought them
together. “Western-direction,” “mind-only,” and “the Pure Land in
the Human Realm” do not contradict one another; in fact, all three
are needed. In isolation, the search for rebirth in Sukhavati would
be escapist and other-worldly, “mind-only” would benefit only the
one whose mind has been purified, and the search to construct a
Pure Land in the Human Realm without aspirations for rebirth and
mental purification would be just another form of clinging. All
three forms of Pure Land have their place even within the life and
practice of an individual devotee.

A religious life along these lines would look like this: After
accepting Buddhism and generating the resolve of bodhicitta,
the Mahayana practitioner would undertake the full panoply of
Buddhist practices: precepts, meditation, compassionate work, and
nianfo. In this way, he or she would help to realize the Pure Land
in the Human Realm. However, since death still comes for one
and all, the practitioner would eventually die. When that happens,
their diligent practice of nianfo and their compassionate activities
would lead them to rebirth in Amitabha’s Pure Land in the west,
and they would experience it at the level of purity consistent with
the extent to which their earthly practices had purified their minds.

® In another work, Sheng Yen does mention Uttarakuru as a kind of Pure
Land in the Human Realm, but says that “regrettably there is currently no

conveyance to transport us there.” See Sheng Yen 2003, p. 23.



o

&

<278« E R

If their practices had been inferior, they would see an inferior kind
of Pure Land and take a long time to achieve buddhahood. If their
practices were superior, they would see a better sort of Pure Land
and achieve buddhahood sooner. In no instance, however, would
any practitioner not be received into the Pure Land and be caught
once again in the trap of samsara.

I should note in closing that Sheng Yen’s Pure Land teaching is
far more complicated than this. He also took all of the intellectual
components of the tradition and attempted to put them all together
in a consistent way. A presentation of his intellectual framework
for Pure Land will have to wait for another time, however.

4. Conclusion

As we have seen, Pure Land thought and practice in China has
endured for many centuries and undergone many transformations.
As soon as it developed the idea that non-elite practitioners or
even evil people could attain rebirth in the Pure Land and become
buddhas (even if it took eons), objections arose to what appeared
mere “cheap grace.” Prior to the late 19th century, the primary
contenders in the debate were the positions of “western-direction
pure land” and “mind-only pure land.” Since both of these
positions rested on conceptual frameworks that comported poorly
with modern scientific thought (or so many held), reformers such
as Taixu asserted the novel concept of the Pure Land in the Human
Realm as part of a larger program of refashioning Buddhism for the
modern world.

Many observers with cursory familiarity with these trends have
taken these three positions to be mutually exclusive. Certainly
throughout history thinkers have advocated one to the detriment
of the other and tried to persuade others to do likewise. However,
some modern reformers, including Taixu himself, never adopted
one given position while condemning the others. Taixu and Sheng
Yen are part of another tradition within Pure Land, one that seeks
to harmonize competing positions into an overall framework in
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which each has its place. Taixu may have moved haphazardly from
one conception of the Pure Land in the Human Realm to another
without establishing logical connections, but Sheng Yen managed
to create a harmonious picture of a Pure Land tradition of thought
and practice that could encompass and systematize all previous
elements. His conception is able to appeal to a diverse audience
and give them all something to work with and to hope for.
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