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Western Evolution of Buddhist Studies and its Re-Contextualization in
the Buddhist Education in the East

Weijen Teng

Buddhist Studies as an academic field of study was evolved in the West during the 19th century,
since then, it helped to create Buddhist Studies in the East in which the religion largely weaves into
the fabric of the belief system of the people. It is therefore worth our while examining how the
method and theory of Buddhist Studies developed in the Western context has been received in the
context of East. Accordingly, this paper will explore some of the methodological and theoretical
problematics of Buddhist Studies when those “western” methods and theories were introduced,
studied, and applied by, particularly, the East Buddhist students of the “Buddhist Colleges” in Taiwan.
Through an analysis of the current Buddhist studies and curriculum of the “Buddhist College”, this
paper hope to explore some new directions for the future Buddhist Studies in the East.
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The Rise of Buddhist Seminary Education in China, 1900-1966

Douglas Gildow

This paper argues that during the Republican (1912-1949) and early Maoist (1949-1965)
periods, a new institution, the Buddhist seminary (foxueyuan f#%&2B5%), initiated a profound and still
ongoing transformation of Chinese Buddhism centered on the education of monastics. The paper
further shows that the development of seminary education in these periods reflected a complex
mixture of Buddhist and secular (particularly state) goals. Institutionally, seminaries “modernized”
Buddhism in the sense that they made education for monastics more similar to the education students
received in the new, Western-style secular schools.

Doctrinally, seminaries were far more conservative. On the one hand, they taught a broader
range of subjects, both within and beyond Buddhism, than had been taught in traditional monastic
training institutions such as the lecture hall (jiangtang %), vinaya hall (xuejietang 27 =), or



meditation hall (chantang f&%=). Yet on the other hand, and unlike emerging secular disciplines,
seminaries were fundamentally committed to the sacred authority of scriptures. Thus unlike
Confucianism, which as a scriptural system had largely collapsed by the end of the Qing, Chinese
Buddhism remained intact as a scriptural system. Virtually all monastic seminary leaders defended
the sacred authority of Buddhist scriptures, with progressive leaders simply arguing for a revised
assessment of the relative ranking of various traditional scriptures and commentaries.

Finally, this paper suggests that Japanese influence on the modernization of Chinese Buddhist
seminary education may be even greater than is commonly recognized. It is already well known that
Japanese policies and precedents influenced the first Chinese Buddhist schools. It is also widely
recognized that the Chinese Buddhist Seminary (zhongguo foxueyuan 9 Ed{#E3p%) in Beijing
became the model for many of the seminaries established after 1979. This paper suggests that the
Chinese Buddhist Seminary itself was partially modelled on an earlier Buddhist academy established

in Japanese-occupied Beijing and with a joint Chinese and Japanese board of directors.
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Orthodoxy Redefined : Modern Buddhist Education in Republican
China

Rongdao Lai

Using the Wuchang Buddhist Academy as a case study, this paper demonstrates that a new way
of defining and imagining orthodoxy emerged within the institutions of modern Buddhist education
in Republican China. Complete with a carefully constructed, comprehensive curriculum and modern
pedagogy, the doctrines and philosophy of all Buddhist schools as well as secular subjects were
taught in a classroom setting that utilized blackboard and textbooks in the modern foxueyuan 132
B%. Defenders of this new-style education stressed that their model was a renewal rather than a
departure from the traditional public monastery (conglin E#X) training system, and that its prestige
rested on its ability to adapt to the needs of a changing world. The catalyst for this redefinition was
the emergence of a collective student-monk identity which served, and continues to serve, as the
ideal for a modern monastic career. These young monks thought of themselves as members of a
unique community distinct from the rest of the Chinese sangha - they attended modern Buddhist
academies, paid close attention to socio-political issues, regularly voiced harsh criticisms of the
traditional Buddhist establishment, and constantly articulated their ideas for revitalizing Buddhism in
newspapers and periodicals. Student-monks envisioned a more engaged role for Buddhism in every
aspect of life in the new Republic. Most importantly, they derived their authority and legitimacy
from this renewed Chinese Buddhism by claiming to be the vanguards of orthodoxy that deserved
the material as well as moral support of all Buddhists in the nation. This reformulation of orthodoxy
has provided student-monks with the voice and agency to represent their religion, and served as the
basis for the various modernization projects that were essential to the institutional transformation of

Chinese Buddhism in the twentieth century.

10



20 40 EF EPEIZEEH B Z“HHAABE VR R AT - LUK E A
PREEMARNEE“HHRABENEEARE

FESR L

20 HEC EHF ERFEIZEHA - LR M —REMHNHBE K REMER  REFIRAR“H
Bl - WHEHIRE - HEREBHANMERRBEINEFHBIENSRILE - BREIT
BAHAMENABE EE  RENEAZBIUIBRANASELNHBEKRE” (R HHAER")-
BLERBPNER  AEUNES  HERKNLER M —2IFEREBROFRZEE : GHEABEZ
AREFEMEREZRMEBNEBDMER ? EEEENEG N2 ZRNANERN ? 548
RIHAABNS ? GHABEVENEMTE HENGE ? B RLEEEMER M RERAIRNE
B FEGRIE ? ASGREBXEAMFAZEMEIRNGRRBRAS - — D EMBIIRNGEHE
&R Z—HEEANT AMBERBERAEHNEMELRNSR A - DAEEEREIEE - /Y
FEHRZE 2V EAE LSRRG L —EaBENES - £ hEHE EFARAR N
WEREENE(CARESTEMENARIE  EMEZEANHZMEL - EEEKRZLH ARE
BE - AHER - NERRBUASHEE - 98B ER -

11



EREEEE

]

MEBEEAE

£8/ - 817 ABBRER—SHNERAL - 518 "O0BTRF, NETS  FESHALE
* o BRUARTR B HBAAB B2 HHANLRITRIFME - BHUICAEBEIH = HE AN - B
ARBEZSPWARKB( SIABSOERR ) HESSMREAT  USEREARRBERNZBR -
BFERERAEESER/BIONZEHRANMRELE SRS HEERANZEH A
EREEHME  NEEA T 2EEE 2 REHI L BEE - MEMBEIRERRENEE -
REZMERHRELT:
— DEEPXELmER .-
—TDEENELmER -
= TEREEEELTWXERN. -

HEFAENWFESRERAUBEEESIZAL | http://www.shengyen.org.tw/ ° R

12



Note

13



