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The matter of abortion, i.e., the intentional termination of a
pregnancy after conception, has long been regarded as a
polarizing and divisive issue.

Py -

The two main sides involved in the abortion controversy are the
so-called “pro-choice” or “abortion rights” highlighting the
legal right of women and girls to choose whether or not to
bring a fetus to term, and the so-called “pro-life” or “anti-
abortion” highlighting the legal right of human embryos and
fetuses to be born.
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The following four points deserve special attention:

First, a central matter in the abortion controversy is deciding what
we can say about embryos or fetuses. Are embryos/fetuses human
persons or only a mass of tissue?

Second, seeking recourse to ownership rights is another factor
embedded in the abortion controversy. To be “pro-choice” is to
believe that individuals as owners, especially women and girls, have
the rights of ownership, assuring the owners the rights to dispose
of their property as they see fit.

Third, the notion of “moral status” has occupied a central place in
the abortion controversy.

Fourth, the notion of the sanctity of life has further aggravated the
abortion controversy.
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